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Mississippi-born.., 

Sunday  Care  program  catching  on  across  state 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 


It  sprang  from  the  hearts  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  leaders  four  years 
ago  as  a  way  to  reach  unchurched 
children  for  Jesus  Christ. 

Today,  Sunday  Care  has  taken 
hold  as  a  unique  and  effective 
means  of  sharing  the  salvation  mes- 


Jackson,  which  Causey  pastored 
before  being  called  to  the  conven¬ 
tion  board. 

Sunday  Care  seemed  like  a  nat¬ 
ural  fit  when  Causey  approached 
him,  Hill  said. 

“Sunday  Care  is  really  a  spin- 


by  teacher  or  video. 

—  A  short  sermon  delivered  on 
a  child's  level. 

—  Invitation  to  receive  Christ. 
—  Refreshments. 

—  Games  and  fun  time. 

—  Items  to  take  home. 


sage  with  these  special  children.  off  of  the  bus  ministry  concept. 

“The  main  purposes  of  Sunday  There  are  a  lot  of  similarities,”  he 
Care  are  to  get  as  many  children  pointed  out. 
as  possible  under  the  influence  of  The  first  Sunday  Care  program, 
the  gospel  and  to  lead  them  to  started  in  October  1991  at  Crest- 
Christ.  I’ve  seen  this  program  wood  Mission  Center  in  Jackson, 

change  the  lives  of  children,”  said  proved  to  be  a  success  that  contin- 

Carlie  Hill  of  Jackson,  who  with  ues  to  grow  weekly. 

With  the  Crestwood  program 

■  now  under  the  direction  of  Metro 

Association,  the  Hills  travel 
around  Mississippi  to  start  Sunday 
Care  with  other  local  churches  and 
associations. 

Local  support  is  vital,  Hill  said, 
since  the  programs  are  eventually 
turned  over  to  local  control  so  he 
and  Oleta  can  start  new  programs 
elsewhere. 

“This  is  a  mission  of  a  church 
or  multiple  churches  in  an  associ¬ 
ation.  We  need  sponsoring 
churches  and  associations  to  sup¬ 
port  this  program  in  their  commu¬ 
nities,”  he  pointed  out. 

The  Sunday  Care  concept  con¬ 
sists  of  several  components  aimed 
at  children  ages  4  to  12  whose  life 
circumstances  may  be  obstacles  to 
their  involvement  in  regular 

church  activities.  Those  compo-  First  Church  —  Kosciusko 
nents  include: 

—  Singing,  often  with  audio- 
tapes  and  videos. 

—  Learning  the  Lord’s  Prayer. 

—  Memorizing  the  books  of 
the  Bible. 

—  Studying  Scripture. 

—  Presentation  of  a  Bible  story 


Local  churches  and  associa¬ 
tions  provide  the  facilities,  along 
with  trained  workers  who  can 
counsel  and  follow  up  with  chil¬ 
dren  who  accept  Christ  and  want 
to  be  baptized. 

The  involvement  of  the  child’s 
parents  and  other  family  members 
is  also  stressed  in  the  Sunday  Care 
program,  Hill  said. 

Active  Sunday  Care  programs 
are  located  in  Jackson  (Crestwood 
Mission  Center  and  Gateway  Res¬ 
cue  Mission),  Clinton  (Burch  Hill 
Church),  Magee  (New  Life  Cen¬ 
ter),  and  Kosciusko  (First  Church). 


Crestwood  Mission  Center  —  Jackson 


He’s  prepared  if  Jehovah’s 
Witnesses  come  knocking 


“For  decades,  the  Watchtower 
tolerated  the  view  that  Christ 
could  be  worshiped,  but  they  did 
not  agree  with  it.  Then  in  1990, 
they  took  a  formal  stand  and 
announced  that  we  would  not  wor¬ 
ship  him.  This  policy  was  en¬ 
forced  in  every  congregation," 
Hess  said. 

Hess  refused  to  accept  the  new 
restriction  and  openly  told  other 
Witnesses  he  worshiped  Jesus.  It 
was  not  long  before  the  Watch- 
tower  began  to  pursue  him. 

That  was  February  1992.  Today, 
Hess  is  teaching  Sunday  School  at 
Providence  Church,  Raleigh,  N.C. 
He  also  has  taught  seminars  and 
classes  on  how  to  witness  to  Wit¬ 
nesses. 

To  prepare  for  your  next 
encounter  with  the  Jehovah’s  Wit¬ 
nesses.  Hess  suggests: 

—  Get  resource  information 
about  the  Jehovah's  Witnesses.  Go 
to  your  church,  the  library,  a  univer¬ 
sity  or  seminary,  or  even  to  the  local 
Kingdom  Hall.  You  can  also  contact 
Hess’  ministry  at  1-800-484-8872. 
ext.  1914  or- jayhess  (sPnando.net. 

—  Take  an  evangelism  course 
such  as  Evangelism  Explosion  so 
you  are  equipped  to  share  your  faith. 

—  Don't  be  (Jjcfcesive  or  argu¬ 
mentative.  Jehovah's  Witnesses  are 
(rained  to  expect  the  typical  Christ¬ 
ian  responses. 

—  Be  patient.  Get  to  know 
Witnesses,  especially  those  you 
see  often  at  work  or  around  town. 
Once  they  are  comfortable  with 
you.  you’ll  have  a  better  chance  of 
sharing  Christ  with  them. 

—  Pray,  read  the  Scriptures, 
and  (rust  the  Holy  Spirit's  leading. 


RALEIGH,  N.C.  (BP)  —  Jay 
Hess  spent  23  years  going  door-to- 
door  witnessing  for  Jehovah  and 
spreading  the  mission  of  the 
Watchtower  Bible  and  Tract  Soci¬ 
ety  to  the  people  in  his  community. 

He  readily  accepted  the  chang¬ 
ing  policies  and  heavy  restrictions 
handed  down  to  Witnesses,  who 
often  refer  to  themselves  as  “faith¬ 
ful  slaves  of  Jehovah,”  from  the 
headquarters  in  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
For  23  years,  he  believed  they 
truly  were  God’s  “sole  collective 
channel  for  the  flow  of  biblical 
truth  to  men  on  earth.”  Today,  his 
mind,  eyes,  and  heart  are  open.  He 
is  a  slave  no  longer,  but  now  a 
servant  of  the  Lord.  The  more 
work  he  did  for  the  Watchtower 
the  more  he  realized  Jesus  Christ 
was  not  merely  “a  god”  as  the 
Witnesses  taught,  but  was  also  to 
be  worshiped  as  they  worshiped 
Jehovah. 


New  Life  Center 


his  wife  Oleta  directs  the  program 
for  the  Evangelism  Department  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board  (MBCB). 

Hill  said  Sunday  Care  was  con¬ 
ceived  by  Bill  Causey,  MBCB 
executive  director-treasurer,  and 
Garland  McKee,  director  of  the 
MBCB  Evangelism  Department. 

Hill  served  for  18  years  as  bus 
minister  at  Parkway  Church, 


Hill  is  available  for  speaking 
engagements,  and  an  introductory 
packet  on  Sunday  Care  is  available. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Hill  at  Evangelism  Department, 
MBCB,  P.O.  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  Telephone: (601) 
968-3800  or  toll-free  outside  Jack- 
son  (800)  748-1651. 


Burch  Hill  Church  —  Clinton 


Gateway  Rescue  Mission  —  Jackson 


Celebrate  The  Cooperative  Program  Event 

in  October 
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Editor’s  Notlbook__,„  .. 

How  do  we  look? 


Morris  Chapman,  CEO  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  spoke  of 
the  record-breaking  income  to 
world  mission  causes.  Richard 
Land  was  “excited”  about  the  Fight 
for  religious  liberty.  Jack  Johnson, 
president  of  the  Radio-TV  Com¬ 
mission,  told  of  over  100  million 
Russians  who  have  opportunity  to 
watch  Baptists’  TV  programs. 

Missions  were  emphasized  as 
“the  bride  of  Christ  in  combat 
boots”  by  Dellanna  O’Brien  of  the 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union.  Jerry 
Rankin,  Foreign  Mission  Board 
president,  was  grateful  for  302,000 
baptisms  last  year  in  the  areas 
served  by  our  missionaries.  This  is 
a  15%  increase  in  the  number  of 
baptisms  over  the  previous  year. 

Each  of  the  seminaries  had  an 
optimistic  report. 

Jim  Henry  observed  that  we 
can  be  paralyzed  by  analysis  but 
we  should  not  forget  what  we  look 
like.  “How  do  we  look?  Look  into 
the  mirror.” 


over  the  SBC  and  state  conven¬ 
tion’s  sphere  of  work.  “We’ve  got 
to  work  together,”  said  Henry. 

Ronnie  Ftoyd,  SBC  Executive 
Committee  chairman,  declared 
that  the  restructuring  of  the  SBC 
“will  be  carried  out  all  the  way.” 

The  “how  and  how  much”  were 
seldom  mentioned.  The  dollar 
amount  could  be  staggering,  and 
how  the  trustees  of  the  Radio-TV 
Commission,  the  Brotherhood, 
and  other  agencies  will  Fit  into  the 
plan  has  yet  to  be  revealed. 

Optimism  was  on  the  front 
burner  at  the  Nashville  meeting. 
James  Draper,  president  of  the 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board, 
spoke  of  the  .$8.2  million  in  the 
red  recorded  in  1994,  but  said 
things  are  turning  upward.  Some 
issue  of  SBC  literature  goes  into 
90%  of  all  SBC  churches;  there 
were  38,000  teenagers  in  Cen¬ 
trifuge  camp  weeks  nationwide. 
Indeed  this  is  something  all  could 
rejoice  about. 


Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  President  Jim  Henry 
addressed  the  issue  of  the  SBC’s 
appearance  in  the  recent  fall  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Executive  Committee  in 
Nashville.  Southern  Baptists  came 
away  from  the  Atlanta  convention 
looking  good,  and  this  has  caused 
gratitude  to  abound.  Presently  we 
are  sending  record  numbers  of 
people  to  the  mission  Fields,  gifts 
to  the  Cooperative  Program  are 
slightly  up,  and  baptisms  seem  on 
the  upswing. 

The  10-member  restructuring 
transition  committee  has  an  awe¬ 
some  task,  declared  Henry.  “It  is 
one  thing  to  draw  a  diagram  on  the 
chalk  board;  it  is  another  to  run 
the  play  on  the  Field.”  * 

The  racial  reconciliation  effort 
moved  Southern  Baptists  toward  a 
higher  standard.  Henry  said  more 
women  would  be  involved  in  the 
SBC,  possibly  chairing  commit¬ 
tees.  The  nagging  “rock  in  the 
shoe”  was  a  “growing  concern” 


Cooperative 
Program  Emphasis 
in  October 


October  is  CP  Month ... 

Why  should  churches  up  Cooperative  Program  giving 


By  James  Austin 

able  to  enlarge  our  witness  at 
home  and  abroad. 

Why  increase  giving  through 
the  CP  ? 

•  The  CP  supports  about  4,000 
foreign  missionaries  as  they  serve 
in  over  130  countries  of  the  world. 
It  keeps  them  from  being  forced  to 
raise  money,  or  even  worse,  to 
have  to  abandon  their  mission  sta¬ 


•  The  CP  undergirds  the  more 
than  14,000  students  in  six  semi¬ 
naries  who  depend  heavily  upon 
our  CP  giving  for  their  educations. 

Why  increase  CP  giving? 
Because  Jesus  said,  “Go  therefore 
and  make  disciples  of  all  nations, 
baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the 
Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  teaching  them  to 
observe  all  things  that  I  have  com¬ 
manded  you”  (Matt.  28:19-20, 
NKJV).  That’s  why! 

Austin  works  for  the  SBC 
Stewardship  Commission, 
Nashville. 


tion  and  return  to  the  U.S. 

•  The  CP  will  help  us  proclaim 
the  gospel  to  over  167  million 
non-Christians  in  the  United 
States.  Any  one  of  them  is  sufFi- 
cient  reason  to  make  increased 
mission  giving  through  the  CP  a 
priority  in  our  churches.  About 
5,000  home  missionaries  also 
depend  on  our  CP  giving. 

•  The  CP  makes  possible  the 
vast  number  of  mission  ministries 
and  services  provided  by  36<$tate 
conventions  and  three  state  fel¬ 
lowships:  care  for  the  needy,  the 
sick,  the  aged,  and  the  lost. 


the  personnel,  or  training  to  reach 
all  of  the  world.  It  would  take 
cooperation.  It  would  take  all  the 
chufches  working  and  giving 
together 

Can  you  imagine  trying  to 
reach  the  world  without  the 
Cooperative  Program?  Certainly 
not!  By  increasing  our  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program  giving,  we  will  be 


-  Since  the  formation’TJf  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
1845,  Southern  Baptists  have  ral¬ 
lied  around  missions.  In  1925,  we 
gave  the  name  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  (CP)  to  the  way  Baptists 
chose  to  work  together  to  share 
the  gospel.  Our  Baptist  forebears 
knew  that  few,  if  any,  congrega¬ 
tions  alone  would  have  the  funds. 


The  Fragments-^,  ■  - \ 

Please,  just  sign  it 


Remember  that  people  will  read 
a  short  letter  First.  Try  to  limit  the 
letter  to  one  thought.  Current  ideas 
and  topics  are  preferred.  There  are 
few  issues  where  there  are  not  at 
least  two  views. 

You  don’t  have  to  use  a  com¬ 
puter  or  a  typewriter;  we  still  can 
read  handwritten  letters. ..or  you 
can  send  it  via  E-Mail. 

People  are  interested  in  the 
opinions  of  others.  “Letters  to  the 
Editor”  could  well  be  the  most- 
read  section  of  The  Baptist  Rec¬ 
ord.  Keep  the  “signed”  cards  and 
letters  coming.  — GH 


Most  every  week  The  Baptist 
Record  gets,  anonymous  letters 
Some  are  laden  with  excellent 
ideas  but  we  cannot  use  a  letter 
that  is  not  signed.  We  can  withhold 
the  name  if  it  would  cause  embar¬ 
rassment,  but  unsigned  materials 
cannot  be  used. 

Was  it  Dwight  L  Moody  who 
once  iceeived  a  note  on  his  way  to 
the  pulpit?  There  was  only  one 
word  on  it:  ’Fool.” 

Moody  ihcg  said,  "I  haw  received 
a  lot'll  ipessages  with  no  signature, 
but  this  is  ib/Tirst  time  I  received  the 
signature  i  4h  no  message  ” 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee:  Grady  Collins,  Philadelphia; 
Robert  Self,  Brookhaven;  David  Raddin,  Yazoo  City;  Charles 
Djunagin,  §ummit;  Carl  White,  Clarksdale  Billie  Buckley,  Petal; 
Betty  Smith,  secretary.  *  *  'p- 

Postmaster:  Sand  changes  of  address  to  The  BAPTIST 
RECORD,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205.  Send  news,  com¬ 
munication,  and  address  changes  to  The  Editor,  BAPTIST 
RECORD,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205  (601)  968-3800. 
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Federal  gambling  commission  endorsed  by  Baptist  leaders 


WASHINGTON  (compiled 
from  wire  and  staff  reports)  —  A 
federal  commission  to  scrutinize 
gambling’s  effects  on  the  nation 
should  be  established.  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  President  Jim 
Henry  and  Christian  Life  Commis¬ 
sion  Executive  Director  Richard  D. 
Land  said  in  a  letter  to  the  35  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  U.S.  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  Judiciary  Committee. 

Committee  hearings  are  sched¬ 
uled  to  begin  on  Sept.  29. 

The  letter  stated,  “We  agree 
with  the  sponsor  of  H.R.  497,  Rep. 
Frank  Wolf,  R-Va.,  the  United 
States  is  on  a  ‘gambling  binge.’ 
We  also  share  Rep.  Wolf  s  asser¬ 
tion,  ‘This  is  an  issue  of  national 
economic  importance,  and  I 


believe  the  new  Congress  should 
examine  it  closely.’” 

Wolf  introduced  the  bill  to 
form  the  National  Gambling 
Impact  and  Policy  Commission  for 
the  purpose  of  compiling  informa¬ 
tion  on  gambling’s  effect  on  eco¬ 
nomics,  crime,  families,  and  indi¬ 
viduals.  The  nine-member  panel 
Wolf  proposes  will  have  three 
members  appointed  by  the  presi¬ 
dent,  three  by  the  Senate  majority 
leader,  and  three  by  the  speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  One 
of  the  appointees  should  be  a  gov¬ 
ernor  from  a  state  which  has  legal¬ 
ized  gambling,  he  said. 

“A  congressional  commission 
has  the  potential  of  alerting  Ameri¬ 
cans  to  the  dangers  of  gambling  in 


THE  SECOND  FRONT  PAGE 


the  same  way  that  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Pornography  formed  in 
1985  by  then-Attorney  General 
Edwin  Meese  warned  of  the  dan¬ 
ger  inherent  in  allowing  unbridled 
proliferation  of  pornographic 
material,”  said  Lamar  Cooper,  the 
CLC  staff  member  who  handles 
the  gambling  issue. 

“The  gambling  industry  has 
convinced  large  numbers  of  the 
public  and  state  legislators  that 
gambling  revenue  is  a  ‘free  lunch’ 
to  state  budget  needs,  but  there 
still  ‘ain’t  no  free  lunch,”’  Cooper 
said.  “An  unbiased  commission 
could  point  out  the  discrepancies 
that  exist  between  what  the  gamb¬ 
ling  industry  promises  to  state 
governments  versus  what  it  actu- 
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ally  delivers.  The  use  of  gambling 
as  a  source  of  revenue  does  not 
come  without  a  cost.  That  cost  is 
the  negative  impact  it  has  on  peo¬ 
ple  and  communities.” 

Wolf  gave  some  examples  of 
his  concerns  about  gambling’s 
impact: 

—  “Gambling  cannibalizes, 
other  business,  such  as  restau¬ 
rants,”  he  said.  The  number  of 
restaurants  in  Atlantic  City 
decreased  in  10  years  from  243  in 
1977,  the  year  after  the  legaliza¬ 
tion  of  casinos,  to  146. 

—  In  the  first  16  years  of  casino 
gambling  in  Atlantic  City,  the 
police  budget  tripled  to  $24  mil¬ 
lion  while  the  population  fell  20%, 
according  to  The  Wall  Street 
Journal.  The  crime  rate  rose 
230%  in  the  city’s  first  13  years  of 
legalized  casinos.  Wolf  said. 

Only  Hawaii  and  Utah  prohibit 
gambling.  There  are  lotteries  in  37 
states  and  casinos  in  23  states. 
Wolf  said.  By  the  year  2000,  it  is 
predicted  95%  of  Americans  will 
live  within  a  three-  to  four-hour 
drive  of  a  casino,  he  said. 

Henry  and  Land  urged  careful 
consideration  and  speedy  approval 


in  setting  up  the  government  com¬ 
mission,  saying,  “We  hope  that 
you  will  agree  with  us  that  The 
National  Gambling  Impact  and 
Policy  Commission  must  be  estab¬ 
lished  and  its  work  quickly  and 
thoroughly  completed.” 

Paul  Jopes,  executive  director 
of  the  Mi&js&ippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion’s  Christian  Action  Commis¬ 
sion,  is  in  favor  of  federal  action. 

“The  reality  is  that  organized 
crime  is  a  part  of  legalized  gamb¬ 
ling.  With  the  same  people  being 
licensed  in  different  states,  the 
interstate  commerce  aspect  of  this 
business  demands  national  over¬ 
sight  and  control,”  he  said. 

Jones  pointed  to  Spectrum 
Gaming,  which  lost  a  bid  last  year 
to  build  a  casino  within  walking 
distance  of  Gulfshore  Assembly, 
the  state  Baptist  campground  in 
Pass  Christian. 

A  recent  raid  by  the  FBI  on 
Spectrum’s  parent  company  in  Min¬ 
neapolis  revealed  alleged  ties  to  a 
New  York  crime  family,  Jones  said. 

“I  hope  this  commission  leads 
to  federal  laws  that  are  more 
restrictive  than  laws  implemented 
on  the  state  level,”  he  said. 


BSSB  head  sees  financial  turnaround  in  ’95 


RIDGECREST,  N.C.  (BP)  — 
A  projected  record  turnaround  in 
finances  and  a  range  of  ministry 
successes  highlight  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board’s  (BSSB) 
1994-95  year,  according  to  a 
report  from  President  James  T. 
Draper  Jr.  to  the  agency’s  trustees, 
meeting  Sept.  25-27  at  Ridgecrest 
(N.C.)  Conference  Center. 

The  detailed,  70-minute  report 
was  met  with  a  standing  ovation  in 
response  to  projections  for  the  fis¬ 
cal  year  to  end  just  five  days  later. 

Draper  told  trustees  “...  the 
news  is  good.  In  fact,  in  some 
areas,  the  news  is  spectacular!” 

Projections  for  year-end  are  for 
$244.5  million  in  income,  more 
than  $1  million  over  budget  and 
almost  $20  million  ahead  of  last 
year.  Funds  Provided  from  Opera¬ 
tions,  revenue  above  operating 
costs  used  for  expanded  ministries, 
is  projected  at  $5.6  million,  com¬ 
pared  to  a  budgeted  $100,000  and 
last  year’s  loss  of  $8.2  million. 

Draper  said  the  loss  of  a  year 
ago  “was  a  low  point  for  me,  for 


the  (board’s)  executive  manage¬ 
ment  group  and  for  all  employees.” 

Trustees  later  approved  a  1995- 
96  budget  of  $266.7  million,  a 
9.1%  increase  over  the  current 
year’s  projection  including  Funds 
Provided  from  Operations  of., 
almost  $6.5  million,  a  1-4.9% 
increase  over  this  year’s  projec¬ 
tion,  and  2.4%  of  total  revenue. 

Due  to  rising  paper  costs  that 
have  outpaced  inflation,  trustees 
also  approved  a  7%  average 
increase  in  the  prices  of  dated 
church  literature  beginning  with  the 
April-May-June  1996  issues.  Paper 
pulp  prices  increased  66.9%  from 
June  1994  to  June  1995,  reaching 
an  all-time  high  in  September. 

In  reporting  on  the  current  bud¬ 
get,  Draper  said  revenue  was 
$227.3  million  through  Aug.  31, 
compared  to  a  budget  of  $217.9 
million,  or  4.3%  ahead  of  budget. 

“As  of  Sept.  30,”  he  announced, 
“our  capital  debt  will.be  down  to 
$8.4  million.  We  are  ahead  of  our 
three-year  payback  schedule.” 

Among  improved  results 


reported  by  Draper  are: 

—  Projected  sales  of  $94.2  mil¬ 
lion  by  the  retail  group,  represent¬ 
ing  $7  million  or  8%  growth. 

'  —  A  major  turnaround  by  the 
church  leadership  services  divi- 


corporate  overhead  components, 
while  operating  under  budget. 

—  Development  of  resources 
that  meet  needs  and  transform  lives. 

“Experiencing  God,”  he  said, 
“stands  as  our  most  remarkable 


“The  news  is  good.  In  fact, 
in  some  areas  the  news  is 
spectacular !” 

*  i'.  * 

—  James  T.  Draper,  president 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 


sion  resulting  in  a  net  contribution 
for  1994-95  compared  to  a  loss 
last  year. 

—  An  actual  sales  growth  of 
19%  by  Broadman  &  Holman 
(B&H)  through  August. 

—  An  excellent  year  for  Ridge¬ 
crest  (N.C.)  Conference  Center. 

—  Increased  productivity  by 


recent  example.  We  continue  to 
ship  1,300  copies  of  this  course 
every  business  day  to  churches 
and  individuals  around  the  world.” 

—  Progress  in  using  technology 
to  maximize  effectiveness  and 
meet  needs.  For  example,  he  said 
SBCNet,  the  denomination’s  data 
communications  network,  now  has 


more  than  6,000  subscribers. 

With  implementation  of  the 
SBC  Program  and  Structure  Study 
Committee  recommendations,  if 
bylaw  changes  are  approved  in 
1996,  the  BSSB  wifi  take,  qp  addi¬ 
tional  ministries  that  have  been 
funded  by  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram.  Those  include  stewardship 
education,  church  history  and  her¬ 
itage  education,  capital  fund-rais¬ 
ing,  implementing  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  strategy  for  enrichment  min¬ 
istries  with  men  and  women  and 
assisting  churches  with  Christian 
school  and  home  school  ministries. 

The  BSSB  receives  no  CP  funds 
but  is  s^lf-supporting  and  contributes 
funds  annually  to  SBC  agencies  and 
stale  Baptist  conventions. 

In  other  matters,  trustees  heard  ! 
progress  report  on  a  feasibility  study 
for  raising  capital  funds  for  needed 
facility  improvements  at  Glorieta 
(N.M.)  and  Ridgecrest  Conference 
centers.  A  recommendation  on 
whether  to  conduct  a  capital  cam¬ 
paign  is  expected  at  the  February 
19%  trustee  meeting. 


National,  state  Cooperative  Program  on  record  pace 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  The 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
ended  the  1994-95  fiscal  year  with 
a  record  $145,739,489  in  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program  gifts,  surpassing  by 
nearly  $3  million  the  record  given 
last  year,  according  to  Morris  H. 
Chapman,  president  and  chief 
executive  officer  of  the  SBC  Exec¬ 
utive  Committee. 

For  the  SBC’s  fiscal  year,  Oct. 
1  through  Sept.  30,  the  $145.7  mil¬ 
lion  total  for  1994-95  is  2.01%,  or 
$2,872,706,  above  last  year’s  rec¬ 
ord  gifts  of  $142,866,782. 

In  addition,  designated'  gifts  for 
the  year  rose  to  $132,830,194,  also 
a  record,  compared  to’ last  year’s 
$127,828,517  —  an  astounding 
$5,001,677  increase  or  3.91%, 


SEPTEMBER 
CP  Budget  Goal 
Receipts 
Variance 


1,874,070 
1,911,616 
37,546  2% 


H5?ii3sS 


1995 


1,709,279 
1,876,745 
167,466  9.8% 


With  the  year  three-quarters  gone,  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists  have  kept  up  with  the  pledge  they  made  at  last 
year’s  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  (MBC),  where 
messengers  set  a  1995  Cooperative  Program  (CP)  bud¬ 
get  of  $22,606,579. 

If  Mississippi  Baptists  continue  giving  to  the  CP  at 
the  same  rate  as  in  the  first  nine  months  of  1995,  giving 
will  be  $23,528,277  —  $921,698  over  budget.  Any  bud¬ 
get  overage  is  to  be  divided  50%  to  Mississippi  Christ¬ 
ian  Education,  25%  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
and  25%  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

September  giving  to  the  CP  was  $1,876,745.  Total 
receipts  for  1995  are  $17,646,209  —  $778,872,  or 
4.62%,  more  than  that  given  in  the  same  period  of  1994. 

The  CP  budget,  set  each  year  at  the  MBC,  is  an  esti¬ 
mate  of  giving  by  the  2,000  participating  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  churches  in  the  state  over  the  next  year.  A  total  of 
37%  of  all  gifts  go  to  Southern  Baptist  causes  outside 
the  state.  The  rest  funds  such  work  as  child  care,  Christ¬ 
ian  higher  education,  and  leadership  training. 


*  f 


Recent  donation  marks  milestone 
for  the  Owen  Cooper  Foundation 


The  Owen  Cooper  Foundation  of  Agricultural  Missions  Founda- 
was  established  five  years  ago  as  a  tion.  Ltd.,  said  Triggs. 

“perpetual  memorial  to  a  Christian  Regarding  the  organization  of 
businessman.”  Cooper  was  a  the  Agricultural  Missions  Founda- 
native  of  Yazoo  City  and  one-time  tion.  Cooper  once  said:  “It  has 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  been  proven  that  one  of  the  most 
Convention.  _  effective  ways  to  win  lost  people 

His  longtime  associate  Gene  to  Christ  is  through  Agricultural 
Triggs  now  serves  as  president  of  Missions.  A  man  with  a  hungry 
the  Owen  Cooper  Foundation,  Inc.  growling  stomach  will  not  listen  to 
Triggs  commented  that  Yazoo  a  message  of  the  gospel.” 

City  native  Cooper  loved  his  When  asked  about  the  founda- 
church  and  his  denomination,  and  tion,  Mrs.  Owen  Cooper,  who  now 
devoted  his  life  to  agriculture,  to  resides  in  Madison,  said,  “Owen’s 
missions,  to  fighting  hunger,  and  number  one  concern  was  trying  to 
to  reaching  lost  people  for  Christ,  find  ways  to  help  needy  and  hun- 
The  foundation  seemed  an  appro-  gry  people  and  to  reach  them  with 
priate  way  to  honor  a  man  who  a  message  of  salvation....  A  foun- 
organized  and  served  as  president  dation  bearing  his  name...  would 

be  a  way  to  extend  his  lifelong 
„„-l,  •_  efforts  to  help  people  help  them- 

DWSilip  to  meet  selves  —  and  for  this  I  am  grate- 


^ A  When  James  Fletcher  of 

Gideon,  Mo.,  recently  sent  $4,000 
to  the  Owen  Cooper  Foundation, 
little  did  he  know  that  his  gift 
would  push  the  foundation’s  prin¬ 
cipal  over  the  $100,000  mark. 

This  announcement  was  made 
at  the  summer  meeting  of  Agricul¬ 
tural  Missions  Foundation,  Ltd. 
The  meeting  took  place  on  Aug. 
18  at  First  Church,  Greenville, 
where  the  Agricultural  Missions 
Foundation  was  first  organized  25 
years  ago. 

The  corpus  of  the  foundation 
will  never  be  spent;  only  its 
income  will  go  directly  to  support 

Bethlehem  marks  125  cultural  Missions. 

Bethlehem  Church,  Laurel  (above),  will  celebrate  its  125th  anniversary  *  ,,  ♦  ii  1  1 

with  homecoming  activities  Oct.  7-8.  On  Saturday,  Oct.  7,  the  church  will  AgTICU  1X11X3.1  X  61 
serve  a  catered  meal  at  5:30  p.m.  in  the  fellowship  hall.  Desserts  will  be  , 

■  provided  by  women  of  the  congregation  from  a  church  Qunil?  Lj3V  JVLlSS 
cookbook  being  published  for  the  anniversary.  The  pro-  J 

gram  for  the  weekend  will  feature  pastors,  musicians,  The  annual  meeting  of  the 
and  others  who  have  served  Bethlehem  in  previous  Mississippi  Baptist  Agricultural 
years  or  who  have  been  called  out  from  Bethlehem  to  Missions  Fellowship  will  convene 
various  fields  of  Christian  service.  Valton  Douglas,  now  at  3  p.m.  on  Monday,  Oct.  30,  in 

•  t  •  .4  A  1 1  _ A. A.  r>  _  It.  t  _  1 _ _ Ml _  ■  _  '  _  .  -  , 

•  Room  E-421  at 
First  Church, 
Jackson.  The 
meeting  is  part 
of  the  annual 
Lay  Missions 
Conference 
which  precedes 
the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Con¬ 
vention. 

Featured 
speaker  will  be  agricultural  mis¬ 
sionary  Ronald  P.  Baker,  director 
of  Baptist  Rural  Development  in 
Bengkulu,  Indonesia.  Baker,  an 
Arkansas  native,  and  his  wife  have 
served  as  agricultural  evangelists 
in  Indonesia  since  1985. 

The  meeting  will  also  provide 
an  opportunity  for  interested 


For  more  information  or  sug¬ 
gestions  about  forms  of  giving, 
write  to  Owen  Cooper  Foundation 
Inc.,  120  North  Congress,  Suite 
725,  Jackson,  MS  39201. 


Our  company  proudly  retains  the 
name  of  our  founder,  LL  Sams,  a 
Southern  Baptist  pastor. 


It  has  been  our 
privilege  to 
serve  Southern 
Baptists  since 
1898 


Baker 


•  stained  glass  •  carpet  • 

•  pews  •  pulpit  furniture  • 

•  educational  furniture  • 
painting  •  more  than  290  complete 

CHURCH  RENOVATIONS 


Religious  educators  to 
gather  for  fall  meeting 


FtiNERAL  HOME _  1 

atchez,  MS  442-772 6J) 

tplete  Funeral  Plan  —  $2  (Ml 
Iremation  Plan  —  $1,32!  |  I 

1-800-650-2763  1 1 

t  Pre-Arrange  Today  L 
ng  the  entire  State  of  Miss. 


Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 

Cost  is  $10  per  person.  Reser¬ 
vations  are  required,  and  payment 
must  be  received  by  Wednesday, 
Oct.  18.  A  limited  number  of 
meals  will  be  available  after  the 
deadline  for  $15  per  person. 

Reservations  and  payments 
may  be  sent  to  David  Webb,  do 
Union  Baptist  Church,  1716  West 
Union  Road,  Picayune,  MS  39466. 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Reli¬ 
gious  Educators  Association  will 
hold  its  1995  Fall  Luncheon  on 
Monday,  Oct.  30,  beginning  at 
1 1:30  a.m.  at  Colonial  Heights 
Church  in  Jackson. 

Walt  Grayson,  meteorologist  at 
Jackson  television  station  WLBT 
and  an  ordained  Southern  Baptist 
minister,  will  be  the  featured 
speaker.  Grayson,  a  member  of 
First  Church,  Brandon,  also  pro¬ 
duces  the  popular  “Mississippi 
Seen"  video  series. 

Special  guests  include  Mike 
Harland,  minister  of  music  at 
Crossgates  Church,  Brandon,  and 
Dot  Pray,  contract  keyboard  con¬ 
sultant  in  the  Church  Music 


FREE  BROCHURES 

1-800-537-4723 

P  O  Box  1430.  Waco.  TX  76703 


Seek  good  and  not  evil,  that  you  may  live;  and  thus 
may  the  LORD  God  of  hosts  be  with  you..." 

Amos  5:14  (NAS) 

|  1996  WINTER  BIBLE  STUDY 
AMOS:  Repentance  or  Run 


BAPTISTRIES 
WATER  HEATERS 
STEEPLES 
CROSSES 

Buy  Directly  from  Manufacturer 
Box  518  Oranga,  Taxaa 


October  10,  First  Baptist  Church 
Jackson,  Fellowship  Hall  West 
TIME:  9:30  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m. 

TEACHERS:  Waylon  Bailey,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Covington,  LA 

adult  leadership  leader 

Ken  Parker,  BSSB  curriculum  product  development  specialist 
youth  leadership  leader 

COST:  None 

LUNCH:  Complimentary  ofMBCB  Sunday  School  Department 

NO  RESERVATION  REQUIRED 

For  more  information,  contact  Larry  Salter,  Mississippi  Bqptist  Convention  Board,  Sunday 
School  Department,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205;  phone  (800)  748-1651  or  (601)  968-3800. 


DATE: 


Waylon  Bailey 


Ken  Parker 


ALL  NEW  CHAMPION  CRUSADER 

14  Passenger  Full  Size  Bus 
NO  CDL  REQUIRED 

Bus  Supply  Company 

Hwy.  98  East 

84-2900  McComb,  MS  1-800-748-8681 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what  you  hear  whispered  in  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the  housetops,  Matthew  1027  NAS 


October  5,  1995 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Office  of  Communication. 


Baptist  Clin 


Mississippi  Bajrtist  ConventUm  fjjtont 

ii.nnttq  MistisaftifmffKf  ttl-W  /,  •/ -m ' 


i\,r  information  or  to  register  contact  Gail  in  the  llrotherhoixi  Department  at  1-HfXK ~48-l651 

or  in  Jackson  at  9ti8-ji0OO. 


LAY  RENEWAL/LAY 
MISSIONS  CONFERENCE 


by  Sidney  Ellis, 

State  Church  Renewal  Coordinator 

Many  churches  in  Mississippi 

have  experienced  Lay 

Renewal  Weekends  with 

great  success  over  the  past 

22  years.  Still  many  pastors 

and  laymen  do  not  know 

what  this  weekend  experience  I  ■ 

can  accomplish  for  a  church.  0  V 

During  the  Lay  Missions  Conference  at  First  Baptist 
Church,  Jackson,  on  October  30,  1995,  the  Church 
Renewal  Fellowship  has  planned  a  "Mini-Lay 
Renewal"  for  its  annual  meeting.  All  publicity  for 
the  Lay  Missions  conference  has  the  conference 
beginning  at  3  p.m.  However,  the  Church  Renewal 
Fellowship  will  begin  at  2  p.m.  with  registration 
starting  at  1 :45  p.m. 

The  "Mini-Lay  Renewal"  will  give  pastors  and 
laypersons  an  opportunity  to  experience  an  abbrevi¬ 
ated  weekend.  It  will  give  an  idea  of  what  to  expect 
from  this  renewal  event.  Renewal  can  be  briefly 
defined  as  revival  of  the  church,  awakening  of  the 
individual,  and  releasing  of  the  layperson  into  min¬ 
istry. 

The  purposes  of  renewal  are  twofold:  (1)  to  awaken 
and  equip  Christians  to  express  their  faith  in  Christ 
by  penetrating  their  everyday  worlds  with  the  mes¬ 
sage  and  ministry  of  Christ  and  (2)  to  call  churches 
to  a  deeper  commitment  to  Christ  as  Lord  over 
every  area  of  church  life.  The  renewal  journey 
helps  provide  a  church  strategy  for  accomplishing 
these  purposes  by  motivating  and  releasing  the 
layperson  into  meaningful  ministry  within  existing 
church  structures  and  in  the  world.  If  you  agree 
with  these  purposes  and  you  are  looking  for  a  way 
to  implement  them  in  your  church,  then  vou  should 
consider  the  renewal  process  as  a  possible  strategy 
for  your  church. 

During  our  Lay  Missions  Conference,  the  Church 
Renewal  “Fellowship  will  help  to  better  understand 
the  renewal  process.  If  you  want  further  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  Sidney  Ellis,  State  Church  Renewal 
Coordinator,  at  the  Brotherhood  Department. 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


The  purpose  of  the  Lay 
Missions  Conference  is  to 
help  explore  ways  to 
extend  Christ ‘s  Kingdom 
through  the  concept  of 
Marketplace  Ministry.  If 
we  are  to  win  Mississippi 
and  the  world  to  Jesus  in 
our  generation,  it  is 
significant  that  each 
of  us  become 
marketplace 

ministers.  A 


J  Marketplace 
Ministry: 
Menu  JdeMnuijjfjM' 


Agricul 

Missi, 


Mission 


inistries 


sissippi  River 
Ministry 


Volunteers 
In  Mission 


Allen  Harris 

Minister  of  Music 
North  Oxford  BC 
Oxford,  Miss. 


Dan  McBride 

Musician/Humorist 


The  Music  Ambassadors  of  rhe 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
will  be  in  concert  at 


First  Baptist  Church,  Vicksburg 
Sunday,  November  12,  1995 
7  p.m. 


Call  Charlotte  Bass  at  1  800  748  1651  (or  in 
Jackson  at  968-3800)  for  more  information. 


October  21 -November  8 


Prayer  Ministry  Office 

P.  O.  Box  530 

lackson,  MS  39205-0530  . 

Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904 
Mississippi  PrayerLirte  1-800-787-PRAY 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  meets  at  the  end  of  this  month  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson.  It  is  usually  a  very  delightful  time  ot 
good  preaching,  reports  on  our  work,  and  it  is  especially  pleasant  for  friends  to  see  each  other  there,  often  the  only  time  of  the  year  they 
get  to  visit.  Let's  pray  this  day...  •* 


for  those  who  will  pre¬ 
side  and  give  other 
kinds  of  leadership  dur¬ 
ing  the  actual  meetings 


for  all  the  program  per¬ 
sonnel  enlisted  -  their 
safety  in  travel,  their 
health,  their  prepara¬ 
tion,  their  parts  on  the 
program 


for  secretaries  in  the 
Baptist  Building  in  their 
increased  work  loads 
related  to  the 
Convention 


for  folks  in  the  Baptist 
Building  as  they  com¬ 
plete  their  responsibili¬ 
ties  for  the  Convention, 
especially  as  they  pre¬ 
pare  the  displays  and 
provide  materials  there 
for  churches  to  use 


for  the  staff  at  First 
Baptist  Church  as  they 
function  in  their  fine 
hospitable  way,  though 
their  work  load  surely 
increases 


for  all  the  folks  in  our 
churches  who  will  be 
elected  messengers  to 
the  Convention 


for  the  committees 
responsible  for  the 
Convention,  that  their 
work  will  be  completed 
well 


for  youth  ministers  as 
they  make  plans  to  help 
their  youth  attend  the 
Youth  'Evangelism 
Conference  December 
28  and  29  at  Mississippi 
College 


for  bivocational  minis¬ 
ters  who  know  the  stress 
of  double-duty  ministry 


for  missionaries  Morley 
and  Rebecca  Mason  in 
Indonesia,  especially  for 
continued  improvement 
with  treatment  for 
Rebecca's  chronic  ill¬ 
ness 


for  missionaries  Clifton 
and  Cathy  Curtis  in 
Burkina  Faso  as  they 
minister  to  fiew  believ¬ 
ers  who  are  encounter¬ 
ing  persecution  from 
their  families  at  one  of 
their  preaching  points 


for  a  spirit  of  unity  in  for  all  a  new  dedication 
being  about  bringing  the  to  support  of  missions 
world  to  know  Jesus  "  here  and  around  the 

world 


for  the  Convention 
Board  jn  their  meetings, 
especially  for  new 
Convention  Board  mem¬ 
bers  / 


for  a  homebound  friend 


for  churches  as  they  for  MKs  in  the  colleges  for  your  pastor 

plan  for  helping  families  in  our  state 

have  a  nice  Thanks-  af 

giving  and  Christmas 

holiday 


The  numbers  indicate  the  day  of  the  month  and  the  year  of  birth.  For  instance, 
3-76  means  December  3,  1 976. 


3-76  —  Miss  Stephanie  Corey,  "3  36  Anela  Plate,  Diamondhead,  MS  39520; 
Parents:  Charles  <K  Patricia,  Field  Personnel  Assistance 

^ 4-86  —  Miss  Katie  R.  Gray,  R.  Ruy  Pinto  Bandeira  1112,  29090-460  Vitoria.  F.S 

BRAZIL;  Parents:  Tony  &  Karen,  Music  Promotion 

PUP  6-88  —  Miss  Marisa  M.  Womble,  3503  Lemmington  Road,  Pensacola,  FL  32504;  Parents: 

iEp  Freddie  &  Karen,  General  Evangelism,  SERVE  IN  PARAGUAY 

Mr.  T.  Kyle  White,  201-5  O  Jung  Dong,  Daeduk-Ku,  Taejon  306-010,  KOREA; 

Parents:  Jerry  &  Glenda,  General  Evangelism 

Miss  Jennifer  R.  May,  1379  Walnut  Hall  Court,  Memphis,  TN  38119,  Parents:  Stan  &  Iva,  General  Evangelism, 
SERVE  IN  ZIMBABWE 

Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Hamilton,  4710  Walnut  Grove  Road,  Memphis,  TN  381 17,  Parents:  John  &  Cheryl,  General 
Evangelism,  SERVE  IN  WEST  INDIES 

Miss  Carroll  Sugg,  5025  Wayneland  Drive,  C-2,  Jackson,  MS  3921 1 ,  (MC  Student);  Parents:  Rob  &  Nan, 
General  Evangelism,  SERVE  IN  TAIWAN 

Mr.  John  A.  Latham,  P.  O.  Box  80327,  Davao  City,  PHILIPPINES  8000;  Parents:  Tony  &  Kathy,  Theological 
Education  by  Extension 

Miss  Michelle  S.  Shearer,  (same  as  below) 

Miss  Kimberly  D.  Shearer,  184  Franklin  Shows  Road,  Laurel,  MS  39440,  Parents:  Kevin  &  Pam,  General 
Evangelism 

Miss  Christina  S.  Wallace,  USM,  P.  O.  Box  4805,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-4805;  Parents:  Karl  &  Peggy,  Mission 
Administration,  SERVE  IN  COLOMBIA 

Miss  Alicia  K.  Parker,  Caixa  Postal  88,  6601 7-970  Belem,  PA,  BRAZIL;  Parents:  Ronnie  &  Beth,  Music 
Promotion,  SERVE  IN  EQUATORIAL  BRAZIL 

-  Mr.  Jeffrey  R.  Parker,  II;  28  Tremena  Gardens;  St.  Austell,  Cornwall  PI25  5WH;  UNITED  KINGDOM; 

Parents:  leftrey  &  Shiela,  General  Evangelism 


“Helping  to 
Bring 

Mississippi 
and  the  World 
—  to  Jesus ” 


SBCNET  / 
CompuServe 
Training 
Conference 


Broadcast  Services  Department  •  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  •  Jackson,  Miss. 


Media  Libraries. . .  Ministering  to  Preschoolers  1995-96 


24th  Annual 

Church  Media  Library  Conference 

October  20-21,  1995 

First  Baptist  Church,  Louisville,  Miss. 


Dates  and  Locations 

(All  times  will  be  10  am  -  noon) 

Mon.  October  9 

First  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo 


Tues.  October  10 

Lauderdale  Baptist  Association  Office 
Meridian 


Conference  Leaders 


Thurs.  October  12 

First  Baptist  Church,  Wiggins 


Charles  Businaro 

is  a  Facilities 
Planner/  Designer 
for  the  BSSB. 


Lisa  McMillin  is  a 

computer  special¬ 
ist  with  Tempco 
Steel  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Church 
Media  Library 
staff  at  First  BC, 
Louisville. 


Beth  Andrews  is 

field  services  con 
sultant  for  the 
Church  Media  „ 
Library  Program 
of  the  BSSB. 


Items  to  be  discussed: 

•  CompuServe  Basics 

•  SBC  Net  Basics 

•  Internet 

•  Future  of  SBCNet  and  the  MS  Library 


For  more  information  abc  ut  this  special 
training,  contact  David  Wills  attheMiCB  at 
968-3800  in  Jackson-or  1-800-748-1651 . 


Peggy  Tacon  is  a 

special  worker  for 
the  Church  Media 
Library  Program 
of  the  BSSB.  She 
is  the  media 
library  director  at 
i  Dauphin  Way 
■  Baptist  Church  in 
Mobile,  Ala. 


Susan  Morehead 

is.the  Master 
Library  System 
Support  and  Sales 
Representative, 
Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board. 


Farrell  • 
Blankenship  is 

the  State  Media 
Library  Director 
and  Department 
Director  of 
Broadcast 
Services,  MBCB. 


Senior  Adult  Rally 

Friday,  October  20, 1005 


Poplar  Springs  Drive  BC,  Meridian 


Featuring 


John  Temple  is 

pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church, 
Madison,  Miss. 


Linda  Reeves 

is  the 

preschool/chil¬ 
dren's  consultant 
for  the  Sunday 
School 
Department, 
MBCB. 


Pat  Brown  is  a 

consultant  in  the 
Church  Media 
Library  Program 
of  the  BSSB  in 
Nashville. 


Agenda 


Saturday,  October  21,  1995 

8:1 5-8:45  Business  Session 

9:00-10:30  Selective  Conferences — continue 

10:30-1 1 :00  Break  and  Browse  Baptist  Book  Store 
1 1  ^0-Noon  Selective  Conferences — continue 


Friday,  October  20,  1995 

8:30  am-9:30  am  Registration  and  Browse  Book  Store 
9:30-10:30  Opening  Session 

1 0:30-Noon  Selective  Conferences 

Noon-1 :00  Lunch  and  Browse  Baptist  Book  Store 
1:00-2:00  Selective  Conferences 

2:00-2:1 5  Break  and  Browse  Baptist  Book  Store 
2:15-4:45  Selective  Conferences— continue 

5:00-6:30  Dinner  and  Browse  Baptist  Book  Store 

6:30-9:00  Selective  Conferences 

If  you  are  interested  in  attending  the  24th  Annual  State  CML  Conference,  contact  the  Broadcast  Services  Dept,  of 

the  MBCB  at  968-3800  in  Jackson  or  1-800-748-165 1 . 


Contact  the  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry 
Department  at  1-800-748-1651  or  in  Jackson 
at  968-3800  for  more  information 


— 


Jackson 


Munibower  -  Minister  of  Marriage  and  Family  Counsel 

FBC,  Jackson 


infommUon  about  this  program  or  to  register,  contact  Anne  Martin  in  th 
lurch  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  Department  at  1 -800-748- 166j 
or  in  .  Jackson  at  968-3800. 


Randall  O'Brien 


October  23-25 
Lake  Tiak  O'Khata 
Louisville,  Miss. 

■  trends  in  youth  ministry 

■  personal  struggles  issues 


Richard  Ross 


Sheldon  Gooch 


Jay  Richardson 


For  reservations 

Call  Lake  Tiak  O'Khata  (773-7853)  or  write  Lake  Tiak 
O'Khata,  P.O.  Box  160,  Louisville,  MS  39339.  A 
block  of  rooms  is  being  held  for  this  conference  until 
October  9.  At  that  time  all  rooms  which  have  been 
on  hold  will  be  released.  It  is  necessary  to  guarantee 
the  accommodations  with  a  credit  card  or  send  a 
deposit  of  $45.  Cancellation  will  be  accepted  if 
received  by  Lake  Tiak  O'Khata  prior  to  October  19. 
Preschool  child  care  will  be  provided  at  FBC, 
Louisville,  at  no  additional  cost. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  Church 
Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  Dept,  of  the  MBCB 
at  968-3800  in  Jackson  or  1  -800-748- 1651. 


First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 
Monday,  October  30,  1995 
1:00  -  4:30  p.m. 


Inspiration,  Fellowship,  Personal  Growth,  Information  an 


t  There  is  no  cost  for  this  conference. 

ild  care  will  be  available  for  preschoolers  on  a  limited  basi 
Please  use  registration  form  to  schedule  child  care  by 

( Ictober  5 iii. 


1 1 1  Program  Personnel  1 1 1  v  : 

Dottie  Hudson  -  Minister's  Wife;  Associate  Minister  of  'C 
Counselina/Family  Ministry, 


BROWN-DAV1S  AWARDS 
1  FOR  1995  IT  ~dgLr 


Sammy  Agnew 

First  Mt.  Zion  Baptist  Church 
Baidwyn 


Randy  Wilson 

Westwood  Baptist  Mission 
Eupora 


Richard  Brogan,  Consultant,  Missions  Extension  and  Associational 
Administration  Department  of  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  announces  the  winners  of  the  Brown-Davis  Awards  for 
1995.  The  recipients  are  being  recognized  for  their  ministry  in 
racial  reconciliation. 


/.  Sammy  Agnew,  pastor,  First  Mt.  Zion  Baptist  Church,  Baidwyn, 
and  Randy  Wilson ,  Bible  teacher,  Westwood  Baptist  Mission, 
Eupora,  will  receive  their  award  on  October  19,  1995,  6:30  p.m.. 
Baptist  Building,  Sky  Room,  Jackson. 

The  Brown-Davis  Award,  given  for  reconciliation  activities,  was 
named  for  W.  P.  Davis,  a  Southern  Baptist  who  served  as  a 
Director  of  National  Baptists  for  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  and  T.  B.  Brown,  a  National  Baptist  pastor  in  Jackson.  Davis 
and  Brown  crossed  cultural  and  racial  boundaries  with  bridges  of 
understanding  and  courage. 


David  Chatel  & 
Allison  Crymes 


Tracy  Pourciau 


Just  for  the  Record 


with  Daystar,  Columbia;  no  night 

services. 


P;  Ml.  Vernon  (Leflore):  Oct.  8;  11  a.m.;  dinner  on  grounds 

r  worship,  11  a.m.;  covered  dish  noon;  H.C.  Adams,  pastor, 

lunch,  noon;  singing  in  the  after- 
noon;  Billy  Bob  Guest,  guest  Mt.  Olive,  Okolona:  Oct.  8;  Grace  Memorial,  Tupelo: 
H  speaker.  123rd  anniversary^  beginning  Oct.  8;  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.; 

H  10:30  a.m.,  reading  of  church  worship  services,  11;  lunch, 

H  Siloam,  West  Point:  Oct.  8;  history,  memorial  service,  recog-  noon;  afternoon  singing;  Joe  HoL 

■  worship,  11  a.m.;  covered  dish  nition  of  charter  families;  Tom  comb,  pastor. 

H  dinner,  noon;  William  Smith,  Maples,  former  pastor,  message; 

H|  Tupelo,  guest  speaker;  Rell  Web-  dinner  on  the  grounds,  noon;  Shelton,  Moselle:  Oct.  8; 

H  ber,  Jackson,  guest  singer;  David  Dudley  and  Linda  Brasher,  Eddie  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  worship, 

IB  Bishop,  pastor.  and  Debbie  Corley,  Paul  John-  11  a.m.;  covered  dish  lunch. 

Concord  Church,  Pelahatchie,  held  a  deacon  ordination  service  on  son,  Dolly  Nabors  on  program;  noon;  afternoon  singing  with  the 

Alig.  27.  A  reception  was  held  for  the  newly-elected  deacons  following  the  Riverside,  Money:  Oct.  8;  Fred  Jolly,  pastor.  Heritage  Gospel  Singers,  1:30 

service.  Alan  Stephens  (from  left),  director  Of  missions,  gave  the  charge  76th  year;  Sunday  School,  9:45  p.m.;  David  Smith,  Fayetteville, 

to  the  church.  Dale  Purvis,  Mark  McMullin,  and  Aaron  Henderson  Jr.,  are  a.m.;  worship,  1 1  a.m.;  lunch,  Mt.  Pisgah,  Enid:  Oct.  8;  Ga.,  guest  speaker;  Herbert  Kin- 

the  church’s  new  deacons.  LaVerne  Summerlin,  pastor  (right),  gave  the  noon;  2  p.m.  concert;  Marion  worship,  1 1  a.m.;  Johnnie  mon,  interim  pastor, 

charge  to  the  deacons.  Holley,  Shannon,  former  pastor,  Spencer,  guejst  speaker;  covered 

guest  speaker;  Oct.  7,  3-6  p.m.,  dish  dinner  on  the  grounds,  noon;  Damascus,  Flora:  Oct.  8; 
Two  mission  endeavors  are  Wilson,  retired  missionary,  has  fellowship  and  catfish  supper;  afternoon  singing.  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  worship, 

being  sponsored  by  Prentiss  gone  to  Dominica  through  Oct.  6  Preston  Kelly  Jr.,  pastor.  1 1 ;  William  E.  “Sonny”  Brad- 

Church,  Prentiss.  Randall  Rich,  to  lead  in  revival  and  evangelism  Holly  Springs,  Fox  worth:  shaw  Jr.  of  Yazoo  City,  pastor, 

pastor,  led  revival  services  as  a  training  programs.  First,  Nicholson:  Oct.  22;  Oct.  8;  worship,  11  a.m.;  Robert  speaker;  dinner  in  fellowship  hall 

part  of  the  Whole  Life  Festival  at  _  _  11  a.m.;  covered  dish  dinner,  Sones,  D’Lo,  guest  speaker;  cov-  following  services;  special  after¬ 

noon;  Timothy  Martin,  pastor.  ered  dish  dinner  in  fellowship,  noon  music,  Double  Portion  of 

hall;  afternoon  singing,  1:30,  Star. 

New  Hope,  Monticello:  Oct. 

8;  Bible  Study,  10  a.m.;  worship, 

1 1  a.m.;  dinner  on  grounds;  after¬ 
noon  singing,  1:15  p.m.;  Harold 
Bethune,  former  pastor,  guest 
speaker;  “4  All  2  Hear”  quartet, 
guest  singers;  David  B.  Williams, 
pastor. 

Clear  Branch  (Rankin):  98th 
year;  Oct.  8;  worship,  1  I  a.m.; 
covered  dish  lunch,  noon;  Roger 
Lee,  guest  speaker;  1:30  p.m. 
singing  with  the  Gospel  Messen¬ 
gers  and  The  Clear  Branch  Boys; 

Tim  McCaffrey,  pastor. 

Mt.  Vernon,  West:  Oct.  15; 

Earl  Bishop  gospel  quartet,  10 
a.m.;  Ken  Boyette,  guest  speaker. 


New  Hope  (Leake):  Oct.  8-  nightly;  Mike  Reeves,  evangelist; 
11;  Sunday,  homecoming;  Sun-  Kara  Blackard,  pastor, 
day  School,  10  a.m.;  worship 

services,  11  a.m.,  lunch  at  Pope  (Panola):  Oct.  15-*#;- 
noon;  Jimmy  Young,  former  Sunday,  regular  services;  Mon.- 
pastor,  guest  speaker;  revival.  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Allen  Kilgore, 
Sun. -Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Tommy  Batesville.  evangelist;  Ken 
Anderson,  Pearl,  evangelist;  Lewis,  music;  G.E.  Jolley,  inter- 
Bobby  Barfoot,  pastor.  im  pastor. _ _  . 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 


★  Cushions  it  Baptistries 
it  Steeples  it  Renovation 
it  Pews  and  Pulpit 
Furniture 
(New  and  Used) 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  (or  illustrated  price  (older. 

'Internationally  known  specialists’ 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Box  305-C  —  Greenwood,  Miss.  38930 


First,  Tutwiler:  Oct.  8-11;  Cascilla  (North  Central): 

Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.,  Oct.  29-Nov.  1;  services,  7  p.m.; 
Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Phil  Weath-  Steve  Wilkes,  professor,  Mid- 
erwax,  Grenada,  evangelist;  Leon  America  Seminary,  Memphis, 
Sumner,  Scobey,  music;  J.B.  _  evangelist;  David  Sapp,  pastor. 
Hays  Jr.,  pastor. 

John  Ira  Hill, 
retired  pastor, 
dies  at  age  88 

John  Ira  Hill,  88,  died  Sept.  28 
in  Roxie.  The  Dunns,  La.,  native 
was  a  resident  of  Meadvjllc,  and  a 
member  of  Providence  Church 
there. 

Hill  was  a  retired  pastor.  He 
ministered  for  over  50  years  in 
Baptist  churches  throughout  Mis¬ 
sissippi.  After  retirement.  Hill 
served  several  interim  pastorates 
and  also  worked  with  the  South¬ 
west  Mississippi  Area  Agency  on 
Aging. 

Funeral  services  were  held 
Sept.  30  at  Providence  Church, 
Meadville,  with  burial  in  the  Prov¬ 
idence  Cemetery. 

Hill  is  survived  by  his  sister-in- 
law  Winnie  Maude  Posey,  her  hus¬ 
band  Ralph,  and  a  number  of 
nieces  and  nephews. 


Wallace  E.  Foy 

WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 


Wheeler  Grove,  Corinth: 

youth  revival;  Oct.  8-11;  7  p.m 


RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertising.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code 
and  phone  number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads. 

CHOIR  ROBES  —  CFI  —  pews,  Jackson,  MS  39206;  or  phone 
new  &  used.  Baptistries  &  (601)366-8500. 

steeples.  Authorized  Dealer,  MS. 

&  ALA.  1-800-830-0583.  BAPTISTRY/BATHTUB  REPAIR. 

Porcelain  or  fiberglass.  No  job  too 
large  or  small.  Statewide  service. 

No  mileage  charge.  K&K  Bathtub 
Repair,  1526  Gardner  Blvd., 

Columbus,  MS  39702;  1-800-349- 
2882. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries. 

Van  Winlrlo  stained  glass,  carpet, 
van  Winnie  steeples,  lighting, 

Church  folding  doors. 

Furnishings  &  heater  seats. 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501 ,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 

We  remodel  &  paint 


pews,  various  lengths,  approx 
1,100  LF.  All  offers  considered.  1- 
800-654-1294. 


NOTICE:  RIVERSIDE  Camp¬ 
ground  &  Canoe  Rental  on  Spring 
River,  Mammoth  Spring,  AR.  Cab¬ 
ins,  RV  &  tent  camping.  Canoes, 
Kayaks,  tube  trips.  Open  year 
around.  Trout  and  bass  fishing. 
Group  rates.  (501 )  625-7501 . 


CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories, 
pulpit/judicial  robes,  paraments. 

MURPHY  ROBES/Mac’s  Robes, 

Charles  McGlocklin,  Authorized 
Dealer.  Statewide  1 -800-898- 
MACS. 

CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
PASTOR’S  LIBRARY  for  sale:  Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
Bob  Lynch,  Central  Baptist  free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Church,  McComb.  (601)  684-6419.  Brothers,  P.O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 

Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
BROADMOOR  BAPTIST  Church  (601)693-4451. 
is  seeking  individuals  for  full  or 
part-time  employment  in  the 
Weekday  Education  Program.  The 
individual  must  be  18  years  of  age 
or  older,  an  active  member  of  a 
Christian  church  family,  show 
Christian  commitment,  physically 
fit,  and  mentally  alert.  The  individ¬ 
ual  must  have  at  least  one  (1) 
year  experience  in  the  area  of 
early  childhood  weekday  educa¬ 
tion  and  demonstrates  a  love  for 
children.  Send  resume  to  Joe 
Picarella,  Minister  Early 
Preschool,  787  East  Northside, 


81  CHOIR  ROBES  —  Blue  with 
white  piping.  Reversible  stoles. 
Excellent  condition,  2  years  old. 
$20  each.  1-800-654-1294. 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stein  Glass  *  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


FREE!  INSPIRATIONAL  MUSIC 

by  Pure  Heart  Ministries.  “Be  Still, 
My  Friend"  and  know  that  the  Lord 
is  God!  Encouraging,  peaceful, 
yours  Free!  Call  1-800-325-7795. 


HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 

Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
Repair.  MURPHY  ROBE  SALES. 
Call  (601)  483-3171  or  1-800-368- 
2705. 


Church  Buses 
Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

Call  Henry  Headden 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc 
Brentwood.  Tenn. 

1-(800)-370-6180 

1-(615)-371-6180 


ATTENTION!  BI-VOCATIONAL 

ministers  and  music  directors: 
Supplement  your  church  income. 
Earn  $500-1,000  per  week  with 
American  Protective.  Leads  fur¬ 
nished,  no  overnight  travel  or  cash 
investment  —  We  train  you.  Call 
(601)  582-9000  for  confidential 
interview 


PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private 
and  church  groups.  From  $54.95 
per  day/limited  free  miles/  7-  to  1 5- 
seat.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jack- 
son  (601)  948-3391.  Since  1965. 


USED  PEWS  —  Good  condition, 
Fully  upholstered,  Oak  ends.  68 


Available  in  20  ft.  to  33  ft.  models 
(12  to  38  Passenger) 


Life  and  Work 

Act  like  a  pig 


Bible  Book 

When  the  going  gets  tough 


Uniform 

The  worth  of  a  person 


By  Bob  Rogers 
Galatians  6 


By  Larry  McDonald 
Ezra  4,  5, 6 


By  Andy  Brasher 
Acts  8 


Missionary  nurse  Sharron  Hawk  flinched  when  a 
Nigerian  co-worker  said  to  her,  “My  people  say  you  act 
like  a  pig.” 

The  Nigerian  friend  went  on  to  explain.  “We  have  a 
proverb  that  says  if  you  want  a  pig  to  follow  you,  you  have 
to  act  like  a  pig.  You  speak  our  language,  wear  our  clothes, 
eat  our  food,  and  love  our  babies.  That’s  why  we  are  will¬ 
ing  to  do  what  you  say.”  (Thomas  Lea,  Galatians:  Saved 
by  Grace,  p.  112) 

Galatians  6: 1  - 10  teaches  Christians  how  to  “act  like  a 
pig”  by  relating  to  one  another  in  love. 

How  to  relate  to  backsliders  (v.  1).  Who  needs  help? 
“Someone  caught  in  sin.”  The  word  translated  “caught” 
means  to  be  overtaken  by  surprise. 

Who  should  help?  “You  who  are  spiritual.”  1  Corinthi¬ 
ans  3:1-3  indicates  that  the  spiritually  mature  Christian  is 
someone  who  is  into  the  “solid  food”  of  serious  Bible 
study,  and  avoids  petty  jealousy  and  quarreling. 

What  should  be  done?  “Restore  him.” 

How  should  he  be  restored?  “Gently.  But  watch  your¬ 
self,  or  you  also  may  be  tempted.” 

How  to  relate  to  the  burdened  (vv.  2-5).  The  law  of 
Moses  cannot  save  someone  from  sin,  but  a  Christian 
should  live  by  the  “law  of  Christ”  (v.  2),  or  what  James  2:8 
calls  the  “royal  law,”  which  is  to  love  your  neighbor.  How? 
“Carry  each  other’s  burdens.” 

This  does  not  mean  that  we  are  to  be  lazy  and  let  others 
carry  all  of  our  burdens.  Verse  5  adds,  “For  each  one 
should  carry  his  own  load.”  The  word  translated  “burden” 
in  verse  2  means  a  crushing  weight,  but  “load”  in  verse  5 
means  a  task  or  job,  like  carrying  a  backpack. 

"  How  to  relate  to  your  teacher  (v.  6).  We  should  “share 
all  good  things”  with  those  who  teach  us  God’s  Word.  The 
King  James  Version  translates  as  “communicate”  the  rich 
Greek  word  koinoneo,  which  means  “to  share,  to  have  com¬ 
munion,  fellowship  or  partnership.” 

How  to  relate  to  God  (v.  7-8).  Verses  7-8  warn  that 
outward  appearances  cannot  substitute  for  genuine 
Christian  living.  “Do  not  be  deceived:  God  cannot  be 
mocked”  (v.  7). 

It’s  a  sad  but  true  fact  that  there  have  been  cases  of 
childcare  workers  in  churches  who  have  abused  children, 
treasurers  who  have  embezzled  the  offerings,  and  pastors 
who  have  had  affairs.  You  may  fool  your  church,  but  if  you 
think  you’re  fooling  God,  you’re  just  fooling  yourself. 

Instead,  you  and  I  should  sow  spiritual  seed.  Verse  8 
contrasts  those  who  sow  the  sinful  nature  (literally  “the 
flesh”)  and  reap  destruction  and  those  who  sow  to  the  Spirit 
and  reap  eternal  life. 

If  every  day  you  treat  people  with  kindness,  spend  time 
in  prayer  and  Bible  reading,  and  share  the  gospel,  you  will 
become  a  mature  Christian  with  many  friends  who  have 
come  to  know  Christ.  But  if  you  drink  alcohol  all  the  time, 
you  will  destroy  your  liver.  If  you  have  sex  before  mar¬ 
riage,  you  will  never  get  your  virginity  back. 

Every  Christian  has  a  choice  of  which  nature  to  feed:  the 
sinful  nature  or  the  spiritual  nature.  Whichever  nature  you 
feed  will  become  the  strongest. 

How  to  relate  to  everybody  (vv.  9-10).  “Let  us  not 
become  weary  in  doing  good”  (v.  9).  Many  people  get  fired 
up  in  a  revival  or  retreat  and  talk  big  about  serving  the 
Lord,  but  after  a  few  weeks,  they  fizzle  out  and  quit. 

Doug  and  Evelyn  Knapp  were  Southern  Baptist  mission¬ 
aries  to  Tanzania  from  1964-89.  For  many  years  there  was 
almost  no  response,  but  they  never  quit.  Then  a 
breathrough  led  to  a  harvest  of  over  50,000  souls.  What 
would  have  happened  if  they  had  quit  during  their  first  term 
of  service? 

Paul  urges  us  not  to  give  up,  and  then  sums  it  all  up  by 
saying  “as  we  have  opportunity,  let  us  do  good  to  all  peo¬ 
ple,”  especially  other  Christians  (v.  10). 

Class  discussion:  In  a  sense,  all  of  Galatians  6:1-10 
relates  to  ways  to  restore  the  Christian  “caught  in  a  sin”  (v. 

I ).  Ask:  Which  action  does  the  most  good  to  restore  him  — 
carrying  his  burden  (v.  2),  teaching  him  the  Word  (v.  6), 
letting  him  reap  what  he  sows  (v.  8),  or  never  giving  up  on 
him  (v.  9)? 

Rogers  is  pastor  of  First  Church,  Poplarville. 


A  vacationer  watched  with  curiosity  as  the  lumberman 
occasionally  jabbed  his  sharp  hook  into  a  log,  separating 
it  from  the  others  that  were  floating  down  a  mountain 
stream. 

When  asked  why  he  did  this,  the  worker  replied, 

“These  may  all  look  alike  to  you,  but  a  few  of  them  are 
quite  different.  The  ones  I  let  pass  are  from  trees  that 
grew  in  a  valley  where  they  were  always  protected  from 
the  storms.  Their  grain  is  coarse.  The  ones  I’ve  hooked 
and  kept  apart  from  the  rest  came  from  high  up  on  the 
mountains.  From  the  time  they  were  small,  they  were 
beaten  by  strong  winds.  This  toughens  the  trees  and  gives 
them  a  fine  and  beautiful  grain.  We  save  them  for  choice 
work.  They’re  too  good  to  make  into  plain  lumber.” 

God  often  allows  some  of  his  dearest  saints  to  be 
bent  by  trial  or  buffeted  by  the  winds  of  adversity  so 
that  they  may  be  strengthened  for  his  service  and  pre¬ 
pared  to  fulfill  his  highest  purposes.  Such  was  the  situa¬ 
tion  of  the  Jewish  people  as  they  were  beginning  to 
rebuild  the  temple. 

Some  pretended  to  be  true  believers  in  God,  but  they 
really  were  his  enemies  (4:1).  Zerubbabel,  Jeshua,  and 
the  other  leaders  refused  to  allow  those  imposters  to  help 
in  the  rebuilding.  Those  foes  continued  to  try  to  discour¬ 
age  the  effort  of  the  Jews,  even  going  so  far  as  to  hire 
false  prophets  to  work  against  them  and  frustrate  the 
rebuilding  (4:4-5). 

When  those  efforts  did  not  work,  the  opposition 
lodged  a  formal  accusation  against  God’s  people  (4:6). 

As  a  result  of  that  opposition,  the  work  on  the  house  of 
God  in  Jerusalem  came  to  a  standstill  (4:24).'  ■ 

Throughout  history  many  have  opposed  God’s  pedpfP“  ‘ 
and  his  work.  At  times  those  enemies  appear  to  have  won. 
In  reality,  they  have  only  won  a  battle  and  not  the  war. 

Such  was  the  case  with  the  rebuilding  of  the  temple. 
Because  of  the  opposition,  there  was  a  15-year  delay  in 
completing  the  project.  But  the  vision  and  dream  of 
rebuilding  the  temple  did  not  die. 

God  raised  up  two  prophets,  Haggai  and  Zechariah, 
who  delivered  God’s  message  to  the  people  (5:1-2). 
Their  message  stirred  up  the  people  so  they  began  work 
on  the  temple  once  again  (Haggai  1:13-15).  Again  ene¬ 
mies  arose  to  oppose  this  work  of  God  (5:3).  The  people 
of  God  were  not  side-tracked  this  time.  They  continued 
to  persevere  even  when  the  going  got  tough.  Because  of 
the  ministry  of  Haggai  and  Zechariah,  the  building  of 
the  temple  was  completed  according  to  the  command  of 
God  (6:14-15). 

Charles  Swindoll  tells  of  meeting  a  gentleman  who 
served  on  one  of  Walt  Disney’s  original  advisory  boards. 
What  amazing  stories  he  told.  Those  early  days  were 
lough;  Disney,  a  remarkable,  creative  visionary,  refused 
to  give  up. 

1  especially  appreciated  the  man  sharing  with  me  how 
Disney  responded  to  disagreement.  He  said  that  Disney 
would  occasionally  present  some  unbelievable,  extensive 
dream  he  was  entertaining.  Almost  without  exception,  the 
members  of  his  board  would  gulp,  blink,  and  stare  back 
at  him  in  disbelief,  resisting  even  the  thought  of  such  a 
thing  Unless  every  member  resisted  the  idea,  Disney 
usually  didn’t  pursue  it.  Yes,  you  read  that  correctly.  The 
challenge  wasn't  big  enough  to  merit  his  time  and  cre¬ 
ative  energy  unless  they  were  unanimously  in  disagree¬ 
ment!  Is  it  any  wonder  that  Disneyland  and  Disney  World 
are  now  realities? 

This  type  of  faith  is  long  overdue  in  many  of  our 
churches  today.  We  allow  people  of  good  intentions  to 
pour  cold  water  upon  the  fire  of  our  hearts,  letting  them 
douse  God’s  vision  and  dreams  for  his  people.  Let’s  learn 
to  persevere  in  the  middle  of  opposition  and  trust  God 
once  again  for  the  impossible. 

McDonald  is  pastor  of  Castlewoods  Church, 
Brandon. 


As  a  child,  I  was  taught  a  song  in  Sunday  School.  You 
probably  know  it  as  well.  The  song  goes  like  this:  “...  Red 
and  yellow,  black  and  white,  they  are  precious  in  his  sight, 
Jesus  loves  the  little  children  of  the  world.” 

Tragically,  most  adults  and  Christians  do  not  really 
believe  the  veracity  contained  in  this  quaint  children’s 
melody.  However,  beyond  a  doubt,  it  is  true! 

In  this  world,  prejudice  and  racism  are  common  social 
ills.  Even  worse,  they  are  sin!  Please  be  not  fooled  —  like 
rape  and  murder,  prejudice  and  racism  are  just  as  evil.  They 
serve  as  the  breeding  ground  for  anger,  hatred,  and  mis¬ 
trust.  Our  history  as  a  nation  exemplifies  this  fact.  Preju¬ 
dice  and  racism  served  as  a  major  factor  in  the  Civil  War 
(1861-65),  and  is  a  major  source  of  community  violence 
today. 

Such  a  crippling  disease  has  no  place  in  the  church  or  in 
the  heart  of  God’s  people.  God  is  color-blind,  as  we  should 
be!  The  real  question  behind  prejudice  and  racism  boils 
down  to  individual  worth.  According  to  my  interpretation 
of  the  Scriptures,  everyone  has  worth,  independent  of  race 
or  sex,  and  faces  God  on  equal  footing.  The  gospel  is 
offered  to  all.  Grace  is  extended  to  all.  Through  faith,  we 
become  partakers  of  God’s  promise  (Gal.  3:26-29).  In  this 
week’s  lesson,  we  see  this  principle  in  action. 

Philip,  along  with  Peter  and  John,  preached  the  gospel 
to  the  Samaritans  (vv.  5,  14).  This  was  the  first  mission- 
dry  proclamation  of  the  gospel  to  a  people  normally 
despised  by  the  Jews.  The  Jews  considered  the  Samari¬ 
tans  half-breeds. 

Ttie  Samaritans  were  of  mixed  stock.  They  claimed  to 
be  the  true  people  of  God  and  worshiped  at  their  own  tem¬ 
ple  on  Mt.  Genzirri.  Thus,  the  Samaritans  were  ostracized 
by  the  Jews  for  their  unworthiness.  In  sharp  contrast, 

Philip,  Peter  and  John,  the  Christian  Jews,  did  no  such 
thing.  They  embraced,  preached  to,  and  baptized  the 
Samaritans  in  the  name  of  Jesus  (vv.  14-16).  As  a  testament 
to  the  worth  of  the  Samaritans,  the  Holy  Spirit  came  upon 
them  and  was  received  by  them  (v.  1 7). 

Philip,  during  his  .return  to  Jerusalem,  was  directed  by 
the  Holy  Spirit  southward  to  the  Gaza  desert.  Without  ques¬ 
tion,  Philip  obeyed  the  Spirit’s  command  (vv.  26-27).  As  he 
traveled,  Philip  encountered  an  Ethiopian  eunuch,  the  trea¬ 
surer  to  Queen  Candace.  The  eunuch  was  returning  hpme  « 
from  his  religious  pilgrimage  to  Jerusalem  (vv.  27-28). 

Philip,  motivated  by  the  Spirit,  approached  the  chariot, 
where  he  found  the  man  reading  Isaiah  53:7.  After  some 
discussion,  the  eunuch  invited  Philip  to  explain  this 
prophetic  passage  concerning  the  Messiah  to  him  (vv.  30- 
36).  Upon  receiving  the  message,  the  eunuch  believed  in 
Jesus  Christ  and  was  baptized  (vv.  37-38). 

On  the  surface,  this  story  seems  to  be  commonplace,  but 
in  reality,  it’s  remarkably  different.  First,  the  Ethiopian 
eunuch  was  a  believer  in  the  God  of  Israel.  This  is  uncom¬ 
mon,  because  Ethiopia  was  pagan.  Evidently,  the  eunuch 
had  come  in  contact  with  either  the  Septuagint  or  the 
Hebrew  Scriptures  during  his  travels.  He  was  familiar  with 
Jewish  worship  and  was  presumably  an  ardent  “God-fear¬ 
ing"  Gentile. 

Second,  the  eunuch  represented  a  different  race,  not  just 
a  different  ethnic  group.  Third,  as  a  eunuch,  he  was  forbid¬ 
den  under  Jewish  law  to  become  a  full  proselyte.  The  Jews 
did  not  accept  individuals  who  had  been  sexually  altered. 
To  the  Jew,  this  individual  had  little  or  no  worth. 

That  makes  this  story  all  the  more  intriguing.  Philip, 
without  prejudice,  proclaimed  the  gospel  to  the  eunuch  and 
baptized  him  into  the  visible  body  of  Christ  —  the  church. 

The  worth  of  the  eunilch  is  unquestionable.  To  put  this 
in  perspective,  the  Holy  Spirit  led  Philip  miles  off  his  origi¬ 
nal  course  to  preach  life  gospel  to  (according  to  the  Jews)  a 
worthless,  Gentile  reject. 

In  every  sense  of  tile  word,  we  are  all  rejects!  Yet  God 
still  loves  us,  finds  wdrth  in  us,  and  is  willing  to  go  to 
extremes  to  save  us,  eVen  us  rejects. 

Brasher  is  pastor  of  Como  Church,  Como. 
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Ruth  McKenzie 
North  Columbia  BC 
Franklin  Amos  McLendon 
Mrs  W  R.  Criss 
Mabel  Dendy  McLewec 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  L.  Pnnc 
Mrs.  Margaret  McVay 
Van  Vlcet  Bapust  Church 
Mrs.  Jaba  Middleton 
Mrs  Geneva  M.  Keys 
Mrs.  Crist y  Harrebon  Miles 

F*  —  ri_  ...I. 

h 

s!?rfWTOMilrhtll 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  Hawkins 
Clarence  Montgomery 
Mrs.  Esicllc  C.  Cooper 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Jticl  L.  Hale 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Donald  E.  Perkins 
Mr.  Marvin  Moody 
Mrs.  H.  L  Thompson 
Knox  Moore 

Jim.  Carolyn  and  Lyn  Henry 
Annie  Morgan 
Jennifer  Case 
Ann  Sasser 

Albert  Dan  Murphree.  Ill 

Misses  Fern  A  Dixie  Panic 
Dan  Murphree 
Mr  A  Mrs.  J*>hn  Hobbs 
Mr  H.  E.  Wilkinson 
Mrs.  Clovis  Nail 
Mr  A  Mrs  Ronnie  L  Phillips 
Mrs.  Oreva  Nations 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Lancy  A  Berry 
Katie  and  Kassev  Newman 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Ttanmac  W  Taylor 
Mrs.  Keith  Newman 
Glading  Baptist  Church 
Lloyd  Nokes 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Truman  Carr 
Mr  A  Mrs  J  B  Coleman  Jr 
Travis  Nokes 
Mr  A  Mrs  J  B  Coleman  Jr 
John  Alfred,  Jr.  Nowell 
Mrs.  Alfred  Nowell 
Jerry  Overton 
Mrs  June  T.  Bnioks 
Mr.'Alwia  L.  Owen 
Tumcy:Mrs  Franco 
Phil  Oner,  Sr. 

Mr  A  Mn  Wayne  Box 
Mr.  Roger  Palmerton 
Nursery  A  Dept .  FBC  Vicksburg 
Mr.  Oliver  Clifton  Papuan 
Mr  A  Mrs  Ray  Grillot 
Pathfinders  Class.  Madison  United 
Methodist  Church 
Donald  Patterson 
Mr  A  Mrs.  James  Lynn  Tisdale 
Oma  Patterson 

Mr  A  Mrs  William  R  Mimcr  Sr. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Perry 
Mrs.  Irvin  Johnson 
Mr.  Bailey  Peyton 
Anna  K.  Bell 

Mr  A  Mrs  Robert  Cadcnhcad 
Mr  A  Mrs  Allen  Clark  II 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Joe  Hcranncy  Sr 
Mrs  Adicnc  B  Hodingiwt  rth 
Mrs.  Thad  A.  Jones 
Ms  Mary  Frances  Paiicrvm 
Ms.  Jewell  Tumage 
Mr  A  Mrs  A.  T  Woods 
Steve  Adams 
Jim  Alderman 
Mr  Bob  Burnell 
Ralph  SandnJgc 
Mr.  William  Pharr.  Jr. 


Dr  A  Mrs  R.  Kirk  Smithhart 


Ms  Ann  Denton 
Mary  Lou  LoU 
Mrs.  Nancy  Ensign 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Bobby  Coghlan 
Mrs.  Ekiahcth  Everitt 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Garvin  Knight 
Mrs.  Nei  Farmer 
Mr  A  Mrs  Charles  O  Kynerd 
Dr.  M.  L  Fly nt.  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs  F.  C.  Hubfuod 
Minnie  Tolar,  Myrtie  A  Rohi  Forbes 
Mr  and  Mrs  Hoyt  Forbes 
Robert  Fowler 
Mr  Ron  Barham 
Thomas  Fowler 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  William  B.  Thompson 
Mr.  James  W.  Frana 
Mr  A  Mrs  Wade  H  Roberts 
Mrs  Elizabeth  H  Hamherlin 
Mrs  W.  O  Hiidcrbrand 
Ada  Mae  HikierYirand 
Mr.  Jack  Galey 

Ms  Mary  Louise  Browning  A  Family 
Mr.  Carl  D.  Brooks.  Jr. 

Dr.  Tami  Hodges  Brooks 
Nila  McKinney  Hodges 
Ms  Giona  Bigger* 

Hilda  ( »er  man  > 

Mr  A  Mrs  Ronald  Scklen 
LilMan  R.  (hmmImh. 

Graebcr  Brothers.  Inc 
Mr.  Ottta  Gordon 
Mr  A  Mrs  Curtis  Buchanan 
Trey  Gowan 

Mr  A  Mrs  W  F  Thurmond 
Amanda  Green 
Morgan  Chapel  Baptist  Church 
Mr  A  Mrs.  James  R  Greene 
Mr.  John  W.  Griffin 
Dr  A  Mrs  A.  H  Ward 
Mr*.  I-  rankw  Guyton 
Oak  Gn»vc  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Marie  Guyton 
Mr*  Glenn  J  D«'id*»n  * 

Mr*  tiertilde  Hair* 

Mr  A  Mrs  Prrrv  Spencer 
He ik  k's  Rcucat  Bapust  Church 
Mr  A  Mrs  Stephen  J  Smith 
Betty  II  ark  nr  s' 

Mr  A  Mrs  Jticl  L  Hale 
Nila  i-aprao 
A.  G  Harris 
Mr  A  Mrs  Premiss  Hicks 
W .  W .  Harvey 

M*  A  Mrs.  Q vac  C  Hemphill  Jr 

Mrs  F.va  Hawkins 

M  A  Mrs  l  .  .v  4 

Rat  hum i  Ha)*' 

Mr  A  Mrs  GW*  King 

Mr.  Sam  Heidelberg 

Ms  Daphinc  W  aL*.  / 

Mr*.  Annette  f'nfhran  Henlr 

Ms  Loretta  Rui  ledge 
Mrs  W  B  lu 
Ma:  vm  and  Nell  Dixon 
Mr  Keith  Herring 
Tony,  iudy  am  Mann-  Jonca 
Mr*  Juanita  llrwit.  v 
Bude  First  Banos*  <  htnvh 


Mr  Robert  N.  Wallers 
Mrs.  R.  E.  (Louise)  Josey 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Crocker 
Mr.  David  Judy 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  E  Morgan 
Mrs.  Nan  Morgan 
Mary  Sue  Kees 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  R  Mimcr  Sr. 
Luther  Keeton 
Mrs.  Lawrence  Rounsavillc 
Lewis  KeHum 
Mrs.  Ed  T  Crislcr  Jr. 

Mr  A  Mrs  Billy  Skelton 
Mr.  Hulon  Kelly 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  D.  Bailey 
Mrs.  Joan  McKcc 
Mrs.  Juba  Ann  Maddox  Kelly 
Mr  A  Mrs  Aubrey  M  Brumfield 
Mrs.  Myrtle  Kerr 
Mr  Robert  N.  Wallers 
Frances  M.  Kinard 
Mr.  A  Mrs  S.  S.  Crocker 
Curtis  Kings  be  ry 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  H.  Mi  Ills 
Mr.  Buford  Knight 
Mrs  David  Jones 
lla  Knott 

Mr  Wade  McGlolhin 
Martha  Koch 
Mr  A  Mrs  R.  E  Everett 
Mr.  Lethe II  Langston 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Howard  Bridges 
Mrs.  Gertrude  Latham 
Miss  Bt>hhic  Parkcs 
Oma  Dell  Lawson 
Mrs  Joe  C.  Crawford 
Julie  Lee 

Tom,  Bciiyc  and  Matte  Coward 
Mrs.  Edna  Lee 
Mr  A  Mrs  Donald  K  Robbias 
Mr.  A  Mrs  James  R.  Rogers 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Lewis 
Mrs.  Lera  Walters 
Oliver  Karl  Lion,  Jr. 

Mr  Alanson  Tumbough 
Charlie  T.  Lit  ten 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Rufus  Childs 
Mrs.  Jessie  R.  Lockhart 
Mrs  Robert  W  Jemigan 
Dr.  James  W.  Loe 
Mr.  A  Mrs  W.  G.  Smith 
Mr.  Howard  Lott 
Mr  A  Mrs  Leo  Scruggs 
Mr.  Ben  Webb  Lowe 
Mr  A  Mrs  Tom  Rice 
Jasper  A.  Lunccford 
Mr  A  Mrs  Sherman  Hamilton 
Mrs.  Bcclah  West  and  Family 
Charlie  Faye  Lynchard 
Mr  A  Mrs  James  R.  Carter 
Mrs.  Bciuah  Mabus 
Mr  A  Mrs  Joe  Hawkins 
Joey  and  Kim  Hawkins 
Mn.  Elizabeth  MacArthur 
Mrs.  Alfred  Nowell 
Mr.  Art  Mann 
Mr  A  Mrs  H  G  Powell 
Mr  A  Mrs  E.  B  Senior 
Mr.  C.  C.  Martin 
Mr  A  Mrs  B  R.  Taylor 
Hugh  Martin 
Mr  A  Mrs  Robert  J.  Giddy 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Starting  A.  Masse 
Mr.  S.  Sidney  Mxsscy 
Mr*.  Hazel  Mathcs 
Fidel.'  SS.  Utica  BC 
Mr.  Arvis  Mahbews 
Mr  A  Mrs.  C.  F.  Wadsworth 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  E.  Mattox 
Mrs.  Carole  L.  Mattox 
Mr.  David  L.  May 
Mr  Fred  Farrell 
Mr.  David  May 
Dr  A  Mrs  James  P  Gucmcro 
Mr.  Halman  McAdory 
Mrs  Cecil  Boswell 
L.  S.  McClure 
Mr  A  Mrs  Calton  Edwards 
WiHiam  B.  McCormick 
Mn  Robert  McCormick  and  Sons 
Beulah  N.  McDade 
Mrs  Margaret  M.  Gully 
Mn.  Nannie  McFarland 
The  Tommy  Riley  Family 


Mrs.  D.  C.  Hartley 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rainey  Lillie 
Mr.  Hulon  Harvey 
Mary  Martha  SS,  FBC  Ellixvillc 
Mother  of  Mr.  Gerald  Hasselman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Boh  McCord 
Mrs.  Ovena  Hawkins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wayne  Potter 
Mrs.  Donnis  W.  Hays 
Liberty  Baptist  Church 
Mr  A  Mn.  W.  L.  Barron 
Mr.  A  Mn.  John  Schmitt 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Earl  Williams 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hugh  Robinson 
Mr.  Emmie  Hemphill 
Adult  Couples  SS,  Bethany  BC 
Roy  D  Hendricks,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Roy  D.  Hendricks 
Mrs.  Annette  C.  Henley 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  Powers 
Mr  A  Mn.  Ad  Rutledge 
Mrs.  Azzie  Herrin 
Mrs.  JoAnn  Purvis 
Mrs.  Buford  Herrin 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Wayne  Herbert 
Keith  Herring 
Northskic  Elementary  School 
Pearl  Junior  High  School 
Pearl  Public  School  Central 
Office  Slafr 

The  Special  Education  Teachers 
Nellie  Herrington 
Mr.  A  Mn.  William  R  Mintcr  Sr. . 
M/M  W.  B.  Evans  &  M/M  Kirby  Hill 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Lynn  Howell 
Fred  Holbrook 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Roy  N  Moore 
Mr.  H.  O.  Holland 
Mr  A  Mn.  E.  B.  Scnter 
Ruth  Holleman 
Mrs.  Claudia  Cage 
Mrs.  Earl  Stevens 

Mr.  Tildon  W  Hood  A  Mr.  Floyd 
Mr  A  Mrs  Ed  Hm 
James  Rcxie  Hood 
David.  Deborah,  and  Matthew  While 
Mrs.  Gertie  Houston 
Mrs.  Allcnc  Hester 
Mrs.  Betty  Huddleston 
Mr  A  Mn.  Odic  Smith  Jr 
Gary  Hudspeth 
Mrs  Mane  Polk 
Garret  Glenn  Hughes 
Mrs  Jane  Piuman 
Mrs.  Brister  Hughes 
Mrs.  Baxter  Hcam  and  Children 
Mrs.  Minnie  Hughes 
Mr  A  Mn.  Ronnie  L  Phillips 
(George  L.  Hunt.  Sr. 

Mr  A  Mn  E.  L  Scssums 
Mrs.  AdeJia  Irby 
Mr  A  Mrs.  James  S.  Pilgrim 
Miss  Paulette  Kay  Jackson 
Mary  Martha  SS.  FBC 
Crystal  Spring' 

Mr.  James  C.  Jackson 
Mn.  Polly  Jansen 
Mr.  Ward  Jackson 
Mr  and  Mrs  R  B  Wallace 
Frank  Janous  A  Mrs.  Doris  Mach 
Mn.  Lera  Wallen 
Mrs.  Mary  Bdle  Jefcoat 
Mr  A  Mn  Wayne  Box 
Mr  A  Mn.  Ernest  Eldndgc 
Mrs.  Frances  Gardner  Jem  berg 
Mr  A  Mrs  Tom  Rice 
Mr.  Leo  Johnson 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
Bobbie  NHI  Johnson 
Mr  A  Mn  J  L.  May 
Mae  Johnson'  ( 

Leu  Carter 
Mrs.  Staler  Johnson 
Mr  A  Mrs  Phil  Shook 
Mrs.  Hazel  Johnston 
Mr  A  Mrs  Manuel  E  Canid 
Dr  A  Mn  James  P.  Gucmcn* 
Kathy  Barton  Jones 
Mr  A  Mn  Robert  F  Neely  Jr 
Mrs.  Charlie  C.  Jones 
Miss  Esicllc  O'Brien 
R.C  Jones 


Taylor  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Duke  Manning 


Mrs  Mahle  McBay 
Mrs.  Lota  Russell 
Mr  A  Mn.  E  C.  Parsons 
Dr.  William  O.  Sadler 

Dr  Jack  Q  Causey 


Mrs  Bai  Mobley 
Mrs.  Cuba  Entrekin  Seal 
Mn.  Ethel  Bourne 
Chris  Richardson  Segal 
Ms.  Ruby  Richardson 
Rick  Sellars 
The  Ted  Clark  Family 
Mrs.  Lillie  Sharp 
Mr  A  Mn.  Charles  D  Little 
Mn.  BaJ  Mobley 
Mr  A  Mn.  J.  Henry  Riley 
Mrs.  Lucille  Sharp 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Carl  Bruce  Gamer 
Mrs.  Ethel  Nesler  Shepherd 
Mr  A  Mrs  E  B  Seme; 

Mrs.  Susie  Parker  Shirley 
Mrs  Mamie  K  Welch 
Mrs.  Van  Smith,  Sr. 

Miss  Jayne  Woods 
Mrs.  Dans  Smith 
Mr  A  Mrs  Howard  Bridges 
Ario  Smith 

Mr  A  Mrs  Dan  W  Southerland  Jr 
Lloyd  Hilton  Smith 
Mr  A  Mrs  George  S  Evan* 

Mamie  Stanley  Smith 
Mr  A  Mrs  Bill  OhenchmidP^ 

Mrs.  Dana  Dickens  Smith 
Dr  A  Mn  Roy  W  Daughdnll 
Mr  A  Mrs  Herman  I  Dungan  Jr 
,  Mrs.  Margaret  Z  Kavnuih 
Mrs.  Emmett  Smith 
Mrs.  Sarah  Holloway 
Sbem  Lynn  Smith 
Mr  A  Mrs  Odie  Smith  Jr 
EUs  B.  Williamson  Snel! 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Reese  Snell 
Mr.  Charles  T.  Springer 
Harmondy  SS.  FBC  McComh  ^ 
Mr  A  Mrs.  B  A.  Anders 
Lens  S  proles 

Mr  A  Mrs  Joe  Hcramvs  Sr 

Mother  of  Ms.  Ann  Stanford 

Mr  A  Mrs  Truiu  (a*ft*  un 
Mr.  Ricky  Steelman 
Mr  A  Mrs  Lawrenc  Kenneth  A  Scott 
Mrs.  Luollc  Stogner 

Mr  A  Mn  Scdgic  R  •Krrts-  n 

Woody  Sloufer 

Mr  A  Mrs  Walton  M  t.  aughmon 
Mr*.  Gail  Stroud 
Ora  Baptist  Church 
Mr  Ralph  Stutts 
Mr.  Sam  W.  White  III 
Ralph  Stuts 

The  Yales  Family  ai  Cavuga 

Dana  Sullivan 

Mr  A  Mr'  Jimmy  R  Sm-ui 

Marshall  L.  Tate 

Mr  A  Mrs  Roy  Richey 
Mrs.  Adclia  Temple 
Silojm  Baptist  Church 
Sr.  Adults  SS.  Siloam  BC 
Mrs.  lla  Mac  Thame* 

Ms  Ann  Dcniim 
Mary  Lou  LoU 
Thelma  P.  Thorpe 
Mn  Catherine  Petto 
Jesse  TnUeaon 
Mr  A  Mrs  Billy  FA 
Hector  I  ce  lown*e-.«l.  II 
Mn  Lot'  A  Saui;  *n 
Hector  Townaend.  Ir 
Mr  A  Mr'  L»«n  »>  ■  Sr 

Mr  A  Mr'  B-il  Dearm.. 

Hazel  Trt.nnum 
Mr  A  Mr'  Will.an  K  M  --r  Sr 
Mr*.  Mae  Belle  Tubbi 
Mn  Myrtle  Long  U.:  * 


Mr  A  Mrs  David  Fyke 
Mr  A  Mrs  William  Scott 
Mrs.  Letha  P  Willoughb' 

Mr  A  Mn  Lewvl  (.  ockertum 
Mr  A  Mn  George  P  Kapplcr 
f'and  and  Tom  Parke; 

Mr  A  Mrs  J  M  Tidwc’ 

Mrs.  Sue  Wong 
Wanda  &  Bills  House  At  Hm 
iudy  At  Gary  Lewi*  A.  Fomil 
Doug  A  Martha  Phillip*  At  Fa. 
Ed  At  Mary  Ruth  Phillips  At  Fa 
Mr*.  Key  Womb 
Miss  Jayne  W 
Mv  lalla  Womun 

Antonio  C  aQAmeri  Mas. 

Study  Group 
l  ewis  B.  Wright 
Mr  At  Mn  H  G.  Powci. 


JUNE  1,  1995- 
JUNE  30,  1995 

HONORS 


Mrs.  Mane  Barton 
Res  and  Mn  Randle  1W 
Air  and  Mrs.  TomtAv  Brooks 
Rev  and  Mrs  Rand 
Lenrus  Burnham 
Doris  Vin/ant 
Dale  Hark 

m/jnt 

\li  and  Mrs.  Ldand  t  <** 

Ruth  SS.  FBC  Tupcl* 

Mrs.  Mildred  Dtahongh 

Llotsc  C  rossley  SS.  FB(  olumnus 

Mr*.  Frances  Harpole 

Elmsc  Crosslcy  SS,  FBC  4umbus 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott  llehna 
<  •  ind  Mr'  Ranid 
Air*.  Frank  I  eft**  .n 
Mrs.  Dwigh.  t  t 
Mr  lames  W  V  -^ell 
M>»  V.frod  N. 

\l"  ■  incite  N  veil 
Re'  Mark  Parnc.i 
IkrnurahSS  FB%‘P»  avillc 
Mr  i  Paul  Reeve* 

M*  V  Mn  Jem  McDaniel 
Mr  and  Mrs.  Ar*hieRilev 
A1  .  Stella  E  (  atncmcf 
\|r  and  Mr*.  L  (  While 
M»  %  Mn  W  W  D.nnenhci. 


Mr  A  Mn  .v i»c 1 1 

Robert  Ilisav 

Mr  At  Mrs  J  B  oleman  Jr 
M.  a.  Mrs  W  l)  Hobby 
Ruth  Stuhh'  and  I  amtl> 

H.  O  Holland 

Mr  a  Mn  C.  F  iovkson 

Mrs.  Ruth  tloliemao 

Mn  firl  O  HasWip* 

M  \  M  Hi  lapststimh 

Jack  Horn 

Mr  A  Mn  Frank  Vtckcrs 

John  House 

M  A  Mn  Geraki  it  Beard 
M;  A  Mn  F  Mason  Shelby  Jr 
Lloyd  J.  Howard 
Kolola  Springs  Baptist  Chun,  h 
Don«  Hudgins 
M*.  Aaao"  Bai'*. *  .arch 
Mrs.  Maggie  Ivy 
Mr  At  Mn  Owen  D  Jones 
Gladys  Jaye 
Mr  Hank  Norwo*xJ 


M  u 

Mr  A  Mr*  GHrUon  Hoi*  »wav 
I  he  Jerry  Graham  Fanmy 
The  Sanf.trj  Hollklay  *  omijy 
The  Clifton  Porter  Fam«*v 

Mark  (  oHIm 
Mr  At  Mrs  Raiford  Strong 

Paul  C non 

Doj  *  ol  Hillvhof  HalHi'  hurvfl 

Mi  at  Mrs.  Larry  Druscu 
Mn.  Minnie  Ree  ('oak 
Mr  A  Mn  lames  W  Hcnrv  Jr 
Mother  of  Hayward  (  rapp* 

Country  C^dt  Mnusoy 

James  Crawford 

M;  A  M-  fi  lly  O" 


( to  be  continued) 
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Mississippian  Smith  counts  on 
God’s  gifts  for  renewal  in  crisis 


By  Charles  L.  Willis 

and  the  Holy  Spirit,  we 
can  begin  to  put  other 
areas  of  our  life  back  into 
perspective.” 

In  renewal,  one  must 
love  the  Lord  and  wor¬ 
ship,  but  also  “we  must 
love  ourselves,”  Smith 
said.  “We  have  a  false 
humility  that  we  should 
put  others  ahead  of  our¬ 
selves,  but  we  have  to 
appreciate  who  we  are  and 
what  we  can  be  in  his  ser¬ 
vice  in  appreciation  for 
and  good  stewardship  of 
his  creation.” 

Christian  personal 
renewal  is  taking  the  lime 
spiritually  and  mentally 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Ministry  among  Southern  Baptists  occurs  almost  RIVERSIDE,  Calif.  (BP) 
everywhere,  even  in  cyberspace.  SBCNet,  Southern  Baptists’  data  com-  Graham  Smith  knows  about  per- 
munications  network  coordinated  by  the  baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  sonal  crises  and  how  to  renew  a 
has  become  another  place  laypersons  and  church  staff  people  meet  oth-  troubled  spirit, 
ers’  needs.  Two  recent  examples  reference  the  “connections’’  people  In  the  last  four  months.  Smith, 
sometimes  make  through  “the  net.”  Howard  Burkhart  of  California  director  of  the  Church  Music 
recently  wrote  SBCNet  coordinator  David  Haywood  to  say  SBCNet  had  Department  of  the  Mississippi 
helped  his  family  in  an  emergency.  “My  parents  live  in  Florida,  but  are  Baptist  Convention  Board,  and  his 
summer  residents  in  southern  Colorado,”  he  explained.  “Thursday  wife  Alice  have  dealt  with  the  sud- 
moming  my  stepfather  had  a  heart  attack  in  Colorado.  He  was  rushed  to  den  death  of  her  mother,  the  still 
Durango  and  put  in  the  hospital.  They  were  very  afraid  and  scared.  I  birth  of  a  grandchild,  and  his 
knew  of  James  Bush  (pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Flora  Vista,  N.M.)  mother  s  falling  and  sustaining  a 
from  SBCNet  and  that  he  is  a  pastor  living  only  20  minutes  from  broken  hip. 

Durango.  I...  called  him.  He  was  able  to  go  and  minister  to  my  parents  “Not  many  things  are  going  to 
in  the  hospital.”  Those  who  are  already  members  of  CompuServe  may  turn  out  to  be  fair  in  life,  he  told 
join  SBCNet  by  simply  typing  “GO  SBCNet”  at  any  CompuServe  participants  in  a  session  on  per- 
prompt.  Among  the  services  available  on  SBCNet  are  Baptist  Press  and  sonal  renewal  during  the  Common 

other  news  items,  a  variety  of  Sunday  school  helps  and  foreign  missions  Ground  worship  gathering  in 

prayer  requests.  To  order  an  SBCNet  kit  or  to  obtain  additional  infor-  Riverside,  Calif.,  Sept.  14-16. 
mation,  call  (800)  325-7749.  “In  the  Christian  sense, 

renewal  refers  to  a  new  beginning 

BSSB  TRUSTEES  VOTE  FUNDS  TO  ENDOW  DRAPER  —  rethinking  who  God  is.  what 

CHAIR:  RIDGECREST,  N.C.  (BP)  —  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  he  has  done  for  me,  and  what  he 

trustees  unanimously  authorized  a  gift  of  $200,000  to  Southwestern  wants  me  to  do  with  the  talents. 

Seminary  for  the  James  T.  Draper  Jr.  Chair  of  Pastoral  Ministries  Sept,  gifts,  and  time  he  has  given  me 

25  during  their  fall  meeting  at  Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  Conference  Center.  Smith  said.  One  ol  the  ways  I 

Established  in  1994,  the  Draper  chair  will  be  activated  when  designat-  get  renewed  is  to  use  some  ol  the 

cd  endowment  funds  reach  $1  million.  First  Church  of  Euless,  Texas,  gifts  God  has  given  me  and  to 

where  Draper  served  as  pastor  16  years  before  becoming  BSSB  presi-  which  I  try  to  be  faithful. 
dent  in  1991 ,  recentlx  pledged  $100,000.  A  vocalist,  Smit  h  said  he 

.  believes,  “If  we  have  Jesus  in  our 

SAMFORD  TRUSTEES  APPROVE  PURCHASE  OF  CARVER  hearts,  even  in  the  deepest  valley, 
SCHOOL:  LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (Compiled  from  wire  reports)  —  Sam-  we  should  have  joy  —  even  if  it  is 
ford  University  will  acquire  the  Carver  School  of  Church  Social  Work  diminished  somewhat  —  in  our 
from  Southern  Seminary  next  summer  for  an  undisclosed  price,  if  semi-  hearJ^; 

nary  trustees  give  their  approval.  Under  terms  of  the  deal,  the  Carver  When  we  have  begun  to  think 
School  would  continue  to  operate  on  the  seminary's  Louisville,  Ky.,  freshly  about  our  great,  loving,  » s  OJJJ 

iKrm.oh  ihP  snr.ne-  of  1997.  although  after  Aue.  1,  1996,  it  creative  God,  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  •  When 


trials,  he  will  be  there.  He  does 
promise  us  a  way,  his  way.” 

The  Common  Ground  worship 
gathering  was  sponsored  by  the 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board’s 
music  and  pastor-staff  leadership 
departments  and  the  California 
Convention. 

Diversity  in  worship  styles  and 
musical  tastes,  as  well  as  common 
elements  of  faith  and  worship 
among  Southern  Baptist  churches, 
were  the  focus  of  Common 
Ground. 

Approximately  500  Southern 
Baptist  worship  leaders  from 
churches  in  11  states  met  in  ses¬ 
sions  ranging  from  concerts,  wor¬ 
ship  services,  and  classes. 

Calvin  Miller,  professor  of 
communication  and  ministry  stud¬ 
ies  at  Southwestern  Seminary  in 
Fort  Worth;  and  Harold  Best,  dean 
of  the  Wheaton  (Ill.)  College  Con¬ 
servatory  of  Music,  were  principal 
speakers  for  the  gathering. 

Future  Common  Ground  wor¬ 
ship  gatherings  are  scheduled  for 
April  15-17,  1996,  in  Jackson, 
Miss.;  Sept.  29-Oct.  1,  1996,  in 
Atlanta;  and  April  17-19,  1997,  in 
Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Willis  writes  for  BSSB. 


Why  is  it  wrong  to  go  to  casi-  our  Chri 
nos  for  a  good  time?  I  don’t  Galatian: 
drink  or  spend  money  that  what  Goc 
deprives  my  family  of  the  things  loyal  to  y< 
we  need. 

My  hi 

When  Christians  frequent  Islam  in  p 
casinos  and  gambling  establish-  attend  m 
ments  of  any  type,  there  is  a  testi-  devoutly 
mony  we  are  giving  to  the  world,  intend  to 
Christians  are  called  to  be  “in  the  die  this? 
world  but  not  of  the  world. ’’< 

Casino  advertisements  show  all  What 
the  glitter  and  excitement,  but  the  mosque  w 
true  facts  need  to  be  told.  To  grounded 
make  this  point  with  my  young  fully  yo 
sons,  I  drove  past  a  casino  and  enough  f 
asked  them  to  study  the  faces  of  of  that  bt 
people  entering  and  leaving  the  ing  mosi 
casino.  They  realized  that  not  your  hu: 
everyone  who  goes  in  comes  out  understar 
a  winner.  Another  good  example  yourself  l 
is  the  money  people  throw  away  agree  wi 
on  arcade  games  at  the  fair  to  get  faiths.  As 
a  cheap  stuffed  animal  (that’s  to  pray  f 
gambling,  loo).  When  we  indulge  him.  He 
in  any  aspect  of  gambling,  we  love  of  C 
help  support  the  total  program,  communi 
and  we  can  be  a  spiritual  distrac-  brothers  ; 
lion  to  ourselves,  pur  families,  bring  ab< 
and  others  who  are  depending  on  of  ways. 


Bibliocivher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1995 


NAH  FGCVC  QTTRZAE  VKTA  LDGY  CNZLD,  MZLD 
YGA  ZL  ZC  ZYKTCCZUQG,  UVL  ATL  MZLD  ETH: 
PTO  MZLD  ETH  NQQ  LDZAEC  NOG  KTCCZUQC. 

YNOR  LGA:  LMGALB-CGWGA 

This  iveek's  clue:  D  equals  H. 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  kmnvledge.  A  King 
James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Anstver 
to  last  week's  puzzle:  Exodus  One.  Nine. 
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Send  your  counseling  questions  to  UfeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Rec¬ 
ord,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson.  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief,  name 
is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make 
recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


